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Another 


Julie Varney photo 
A security guard patrols the Spurk building parking lot on Monday, Oct. 19. Recent 
car thefts have caused some to question the safety of the parking lot. 


Latest theft brings 
number of cars 
stolen recently to five 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


Yet another car was stolen from 
the C building parking lot less than 
two weeks after the Observer report- 
ed what Haverhill Police called an 
“increased rash” of car thefts on cam- 
pus. 

This latest theft occurred on 
Friday, Oct. 16. 

According to police, NECC stu- 
dent Jonathan Barbin parked his 
1998 silver Honda Civic in the C 
building parking lot at approximately 
8 a.m. and went to class. 

When he returned to the location 
where he parked his car at around 
9:50 a.m., he found that the car had 
been stolen. 

The victim reported the theft to 
Haverhill Police at 10:14 a.m. 

The stolen car was entered into 
the National Crime Information 


car stolen from Spurk lot 


Center database, which is used by 
law enforcement agencies to help 
locate and return stolen property. 

The vehicle was later recovered 
on Sunday, Oct. 18 by the Lawrence 
Police Department. 

Many of these vehicles are stolen 
for parts, according to Pistone. In 
fact, all but one of the cars stolen 
were Honda Civics, which happens 
to be the most stolen vehicle in the 
state, specifically targeted for its 
parts. 

This latest theft brings the total 
number of cars stolen on campus, all 
from the C building parking lot, in 
recent months to five. 

In September, two cars were 
stolen within one week of each other, 
another car was stolen in July and 
one in April. 

All of the thefts occurred in the 
morning between the hours of 8 a.m. 
and noon, when the majority of stu- 
dents are in class. 

Sgt. Robert Pistone of the 
Haverhill Police Department, who 
called the daytime thefts brazen, said 
the thieves may be using the crowded 
lot to their advantage. 


See Safety page 6 


proval still remains for Lawrence campus 


Contingency plan in 
place if building title 
is not transferred. 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


Three years after the City of 
Lawrence voted to give the old 
Intown Mall building in downtown 
Lawrence to the state for NECC’s 
new Allied Health and Technology 
Center, the property title still has not 
been transferred. And now another 
vote from the City Council is 
required before the state can take 
ownership of the building. 

According to President David 
Hartleb, there is a problem with the 
legal language in the original motion 
approved by the City Council in 2006 
and now a “technical correction” to 
that motion is needed in order to clear 
the title so it can be passed from the 
city to the state. 

“The original motion back in 
2006 didn’t have the right words, and 
now we’ve drafted new words and 


delivered them to the Lawrence City 


Council,” said Hartleb. 
The plans for the construction of 


_ the $24 million building, which could 


begin as early as next summer, can- 

not be finalized until the council 

votes to correct this problem. 
Although Hartleb is hopeful the 


council will approve the new motion 
to pass the title to the state, he stated 
at the Oct. 7 Board of Trustees meet- 
ing the college has a contingency 
plan in place if the vote doesn’t go 
their way. 

This contingency plan, according 
to Hartleb, involves constructing the 
new building on the existing parking 
lot of the Lawrence campus. on 
Franklin Street. 

“Tt’s a very good plan and there 
are good reasons to do it,” Hartleb 
said. “The college could go either 
way but we want to do something for 
the city.” 

At their Oct. 6 meeting, the 
Lawrence City Council referred the 
title issue to its housing subcommit- 
tee, which will review it and develop 
a recommendation for the full coun- 
cil to vote upon. 

According to Hartleb, the two 
council members who originally 
voted against the original motion in 
the 2006 vote are on the four-member 
housing subcommittee. 

However, it is not known if the 
City Council will vote before January 
2010, after a new City Council is 
elected. 

The project has the support of 
Nicholas Kolofoles, city council vice 
president and member of the housing 
subcommittee. 

“T want to see action now. I want 
to see it happen,” he said at the City 
Council meeting. 

Kolofoles also called NECC’s 


move to Lawrence one of the “great- 
est things that happened in the city.” 

Hartleb agreed with this senti- 
ment. 

“It’s huge for the city of 
Lawrence,” he said. 

This title issue is just the latest in 
a series of obstacles and delays the 
project has faced. 

Numerous problems plagued the 
building over the years, including the 
presence of asbestos and PCB’s, 
which also need to be cleared before 
the state will take the title. 

According to Hartleb, cleanup of 
the hazardous waste in the building 
will start in spring 2010 followed by 
the demolition of the building and a 
groundbreaking, if all goes well, in 
the summer. 

“After we clear that, it will be 
straight ahead. I’ve never been able 
to say that in five years, there’s 
always something that comes up,” 
Hartleb said. “I am confident the 
building will be built.” 

Originally, the Allied Health and 
Technology Center was scheduled to 
be finished by 2010. 

The project is part of an expan- 
sion of the Lawrence campus to 
accommodate the growing number of 
students in the already overcrowded 
Lawrence campus and the growing 
demand for enrollment in NECC’s 
health profession programs. 

The new building will house lab- 
oratories and classrooms for these 
programs. 


gee 
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The Intown Mail building in downtown Lawrence, 
where NECC will, hopefully, build its new Allied 
Health and Technology Center. 
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Action needs to be 
taken to prevent thefts 


Recent car thefts on campus have 
caused many students to worry about 
the safety of their cars, and question 
what will be done to stop what appar- 
ently has become a trend. 

First, students need to take 
responsibility for their property. That 
means removing any GPS units, 
stereos, Ipods or any other valuables 
from plain view. This simple step can 
help prevent a car from being broken 
into in a crime of opportunity. 

Thieves are smarter than we 
think. Often, they can spot a car that 
may have a GPS tucked away in the 
glove compartment because they 
spot the mark from the suction cup 
on the window or the base on the 
dashboard. 

Another obvious step that car 


owners can take, yet many overlook, 
is locking their doors. Although this 
will most likely not prevent the sea- 
soned car thief from stealing a car, it 
will be a timely distraction to a thief 
whose main goal is to get into the car 
quickly.-Also along this idea is 
installing a theft-deterrent device, 
such as a club, in your car. 

Second, campus security also has 
a responsibility to keep the campus a 
safe place for students, and this does 
extend to their property as well. 

Security does have a presence in 
the parking lots, often patrolling or 
parked nearby in a van. 

And although security would 
benefit from having more guards, 
especially since they have been put 
in a position, some would say dis- 
traction, of enforcing the smoking 
ban, they have to do the best with 
what they have now. But could that 
best be better? We believe it could. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

| All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 
} or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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MCT campus cartoon 


How do you feel about the pricing of food 


Kevin Cote, Criminal Justice 
“I don’t eat here.” 


on campus? 


Lauren Clemens, Psychology 
“The vending machines aren’t too 
pricey.” 


Samantha Giddinge, General 
Studies 
“I think it’s pretty fair.” 


Photos/Interviews by Sam Sawyer 


Mitch Hallisuy, Liberal Arts 
“It’s pretty expensive.” 


Clayton Strumpfler, Liberal 
Arts 


“Don’t eat here, it’s way too expen- 
sive.” 


Nick Mascioli, Mechanical © 
/Civil Engineering 
“I usually just eat off campus.” 


The potential to bring 
peace is not enough 


to warrant the Nobel 


By JOSHUA JO 
News Editor 


D0 é78 
Bsdsr a Cole 
Obama 
deserve the 
2009 Nobel 
Poe) a GLe 
Prize? Last 
I checked, 
these pres- 
tigious 
prizes are 
awarded to people of great 
accomplishments that contribute 
to world peace. Considering that 
Obama had been nominated for 
the award 12 days into his presi- 
dency, he simply had no accom- 
plishments to boast about. 

The specific reasons for 
Obama winning the Peace Prize 
include the announcement to 
reduce global nuclear weapons 
stockpiles, and according to the 
Norwegian Nobel Committee, 
“Very rarely has a person to the 
same extent as Obama captured 
the world's attention and given its 
people hope for a better future.” 
Michael Jackson surely caught 
the world's attention on several 
occasions and was heralded as a 
humanitarian to the highest 
degree, despite his infamous 
knack to cause controversy, so 


where is his Nobel Peace Prize? 

This year's Nobel Peace Prize 
had the highest number of nomi- 
nations ever, with 172 people and 
33 organizations. I'm sure some- 
body amongst the 205 nominees 
were more deserving. But perhaps 
the Nobel Peace Prize has always 
been controversial. Albert 
Einstein was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize for his “services in 
Theoretical Physics”, which 
included gravitational waves, 
though the first piece of evidence 
to support gravitational radiation 
was found in 1993, 72 years after 
receiving the award. 

Also, if the Nobel awards are 
based in Sweden, then why is the 
Peace Prize recipient decided 
upon by a committee of five based 
in Norway? Speculation can only 
tell us so much, but around the 
time of The Nobel Prize 
Ceremony's conception Sweden 
and Norway were strongly tied 
politically. Both organizations 
were involved in the Inter- 
Parliamentary Union (IPU), a 
forum established in 1889 for 
peaceful negotiations. Also con- 
sider the fact that the first three 
Nobel Peace Prizes were awarded 
to members of the IPU from.1901 
to 1903, including several other 
Nobel Prize winning IPU mem- 
bers for many more years there- 
after. So perhaps the Peace Prize's 
separations from the rest of the 
awards were more for political 
reasons rather than the assumed 
notion of unparallel prestigious 
recognition and the controversy 


Dude, where’s 
my peace prize? 


If doing nothing wins 
Obama a prize, 
I deserve one too 


By AARON Foss 
Correspondent 


On Oct. 
10, I got up 
he aaah @ ls. 
shaved and 
- decided it 
was time to 
get a hair- 
cut. When I 
walked out 
the door I 
found 20 
dollars 
lying on the ground and was 
happy that I had broke even, 
having just found the exact 
same amount of money I had 
spent on my fresh trim. 

On Columbus Day, I had to 
cook for a potluck dinner I was 
attending and decided to make 
Santa Fe nachos. As I stood in 
the aisle at Market Basket, I 
held in my left hand a jar of 
peach salsa and a jar of black 
bean salsa in my right. Making 
this decision was a tough call, 
as some people don’t like 
peaches, but some people also 
don’t like black beans. My 
quandary led me to just pur- 
chase a jar of plain salsa so that 
hopefully everybody would be 
happy. After that I went home 
to do my online algebra home- 


work. 

Last Wednesday, I saw the 
film “Pandorum,” before it left 
the theaters, and tried to make 
a list in my head of all the other 
movies in which I had seen 
Dennis Quaid. “Frequency,” 
“The Alamo,” “The Rookie,” 
and not too many others. I 
decided Dennis Quaid really 
isn’t a good actor. “Pandorum” 
was a good movie though. 
When I was walking to my car, I 
saw a scarf and remember 
thinking it- was weird that 
somebody would just leave a 


scarf lying in the middle of a 


parking lot. It wasn’t that cold. 

On Saturday, I went to write 
a phone number down and 
couldn’t find a pen. I had to go 
to the store and buy one, while 
I was there I also bought soda, a 
copy of The Eagle-Tribune and 
some really gross tasting straw- 
berry bubble gum. On Sunday, I 
had to do more online algebra 
homework, then. I went for a 
bike ride and bought a pump- 
kin. 

Monday morning saw me 
eating banana pancakes as I 
waited for my car to get an an 
oil change at the garage next 
door. 

Tuesday I decided I didn’t 
want pancakes, so I ate a sand- 
wich instead. Then I went home 
and did laundry. 

Today, I sat and thought 
about how mundane and 
uneventful that particular 11 
day stretch really was. And how 
I can’t wait until I win my 
Nobel Peace Prize for it. 


may have always been under our 
noses. 

Many people, including 
myself, are adamant over the 
claim that the Nobel Peace Prize 
should be awarded to those with 
accomplishments that merit such 
prestige, but apparently politics 
and potential weigh heavily on 
the decision as well. If that's the 
case, the Nobel Peace Prize 
should simply change its name to 
The Nobel Potential-for-success- 
in-achieving-world-peace-in- 
accordance-to-skewed-standards 
Prize, the title may not be as 
catchy, but certainly more befit- 
ting. What ever happened to 
awarding success stories such as 
John Nash? A story of a brilliant 
mathematician whose accom- 
plishments in applied mathemat- 
ics heavily contributed to social 
sciences and economics, all while 
battling extremely severe schizo- 
phrenia. His long list of accom- 
plishments and obstacles he had 
to overcome won him the Nobel 
Peace Prize. 

Obama's presidency came at a 
time of great turmoil, with the 
recession and war amongst other 
issues, it is only expected that he 
be criticized for almost every 
movement or word uttered from 
his lips. That being said, I do 
believe that his potential should 
be merited as much as it is criti- 
cized but to give him the Nobel 
Peace Prize on potential alone 
may not have been the most intel- 
ligent decision made by the 
Norwegian Nobel Committee. 
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MCT Campus Photo 


President Obama speaks to reporters after unexpect- 
edly winning the Nobel Peace Prize. 


Then again, considering the over- 
whelming controversy in the 
choice of Peace Prize recipients in 
the past, perhaps the haphazard 
choice to nominate and award 
Obama for potential is not only 
befitting but also traditional and 
expected. So does Obama deserve 
the Nobel Peace Prize? Yes and 
no. Yes, when considering the 
folly-filled choices and standards 


of the Norwegian Nobel 
Committee. However, when 
reviewing Obama's list of accom- 
plishments 12 days into his presi- 
dency, no. 

However, whether the Peace 
Prize was deserved or not, this 
award will be viewed by many as 
being far from prestigious and has 
lost the almost magical appeal that 
it once held, at least for time being. 


To the Editor: 

I’m at home getting ready for 
another day at NECC, which is not 
the same anymore. I dread going 
to the Haverhill campus. Things 
have changed there. The college 
says they are there for the stu- 
dents, ha ha, that is a freaking 
joke! 

First the college takes away the 
smoking on campus; you would 
think that they are the ones purchas- 
ing the cigarettes for you. Then they 
take away the Women’s Network, 
which helped women in times of 


NECC is not th 


need. 

One of the programs I miss a 
lot is the Self-Esteem workshop. I 
just got an e-mail saying the 
Women’s Network an important 
part of the college, but not impor- 
tant enough to have a meeting to 
practically the end of the semester. 

Oh yeah, let’s help the students 
by taking everything away from 
them. I’m really thinking of com- 
muting to Fitchburg State on the 
train everyday because NECC and 
a lot of the staff has changed and I 
do not want to participate in any- 


Defending my faith 


To the Editor: 

The last issue of the NECC 
Observer that came out included an 
article called “The Many Problems with 
Faith” which attacked the root of my 
world, the beliefs that I am building my 
life upon. Its statement that theism is 
illogical and goes against science and 
all common sense is an understand- 
able viewpoint, whether it is misguided 
or not. The article is well-thought out 
and addresses two major questions: 
Where does faith fit into science? and 
Why is there suffering and pain in the 
world if a loving God exists? Yes, these 
questions exist. Yes, so do answers! 

Science has explained a great 
many things about our world. It has 
given scientific answers to questions 
such as how physical traits pass from 
parent to child and how old any given 
dinosaur bone is. When you think 
about it, though, you have to conclude 
that there are so many things that sci- 
ence does not explain. How do 
thoughts and feelings exist? How do 
birds know when and where to 
migrate? 

How did the universe come into 
being? 


I for one believe that it was created 
by God. There, tradition and theism 
have provided an answer, whereas 
when you look at science no answer is 
to be found. DNA is a wonderful exam- 
ple of the implausibility of the idea that 
the universe is a result of chance. The 
chances that each little teeny strand of 
DNA with each itty bitty gene is perfect 
enough and absolutely placed to make 
human beings tick are enormously less 
than the chances that a junkyard hit by 
a tornado will form a perfect, gleaming 
Boeing jet! Yet some believe that this 
incredibly unlikely event occurred by 
accident, rather than being the result of 
intelligent design! 

Ah yes, the problem of pain. Yes, 
pain exists. It is primarily, as science 
tells us, a warning signal that we are 
being harmed or in danger. This is yet 
another example of the wonderful 
design of an intelligent God. As for suf- 
fering, we believe that humans were 
expelled from the Garden of Eden, a 
place without suffering or pain, upon 
sinning. Harsh? Not when you think of 
some of the things free will has allowed 
us to do. Murder, arson, terrorism. Yet 
without free will, would we really be 


e same 


thing that NECC offers. 

I really enjoyed going to school 
everyday, and now I really hate the 
fact that I have to go there and feel 
like I’m beneath them. The funny 
thing is we all put our pants on one 
leg at a time and we are all trying to 
make it in this world, especially in 
today’s economy. 

The saying “if it’s not broke 
don’t fix it” should apply here to 
the Women’s Network. Bring back 
our support because I need it!! 

Sincerely, 

Claire M. Dube 


people? I don’t think so. We would be 
little genetic robots. So when you take 
free will, you get sin, and when you get 
sin, you get suffering. 

Morality was also discussed in the 
article. Sawyer stated that morality 
without God is absolutely possible, and 
cited himself as an example. Well, what 
was his standard for morality? Is there 
a white-black line, such as “If you do 
this you’re good and if you don’t you're 
bad”? Is there such thing as a truly 
good person? I'm not a good person, 
and seriously, I haven’t been out on the 
streets with a gun. That isn’t necessary, 
I'ma sinful enough person without that 
sort of thing. God’s grace is what's 
important here. : 

I hope that this makes you think a 
little more about what you believe. If 
anyone is interested in learning about 
Christianity and wants to know more 
about it, the NECC Christian Club 
would be glad to have you attend a 
meeting. Especially you, Sam Sawyer. 
We would honestly love to have you 
come and find out what we're all about. 
But anyone is welcome. 

Thank you! 
Elisabeth Beverage 
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Crazy for mental illness 


Americans love to be 
overmedicated 


‘By EMMA MENDOZA 
Correspondent 


Every year since grade school, 
more and more of my classmates 
haye become medicated for some- 
thing like ADD, ADHD, situational 
or chronic depression, OCD, you 
name it. It's gotten to the point that 
almost all the people I know are on 
psychotropic drugs to cure their 
‘mental wounds.” 

Many times, recently, I would 
wonder about what horrible diseases 
lurked inside of me, just waiting to 
be tagged and labeled. I often used 
to dream about sitting in my doctor's 
office with him looking at me from 
his behind his scarily oversized desk 
and asking, “Have you had trouble 
sitting still...concentrating?" 

Of course I would say yes. 

"That's often caused by a learn- 
ing disorder called ADHD," he 
would reply, and there in a flash 
would be the prize: a way to bond 
with my peers through psych-talk, 
and possibly even compete with 
them! At least we'd all come to an 
understanding as to the damage 
symbolized by our longing for run- 
ning around like the abnormal chil- 


dren we were. 

“Normal” is a term used very 
impressively yet abstractly by psy- 
chiatrists and doctors. My peers-- 
being spokespeople for their psychi- 
atrists--often disrupt my understand- 
ing of what is normal to feel: bursts 
of energy after school, or converse- 
ly, the desire to be alone until I felt 
at peace. Therapists would point me 
immediately to the drug store to pur- 
chase soothing medications to help 
me cope with my obvious flaws that, 
in the near future, would not be 
gone. With this sudden boom in 
symptoms, diagnoses, and prescrip- 
tions to, essentially, unneeded med- 
ications, I find it has become normal 
to be abnormal. 

Most people, doctors and 
patients alike, would much rather 
‘cope’ than heal. When my best 
friend started therapy, her psychia- 
trist told her, “You may not always 
feel depressed, but you will always 
have it-it's like being an alcoholic.” 
With this remark in mind, how is it 
that psychiatry keeps up such an 
astounding amount of loyal clien- 
tele? Who in their right mind would 
want to be told that their life is 
defined by the war with the mon- 
sters in their heads? For a long time 
I was always baffled by the amount 
of kids I met that were excited to be 
labeled like this; what did these kids 
get out of being singled out as defec- 
tive models? How could anyone fall 


in love with mental illness? Did 
America embrace their flaws 
because they were becoming more 
common, or did their attraction to it 
encourage more people to label 
themselves as “depressed”? 

It's not that I think disorders are 
a complete sham; I don't think psy- 
chiatry is resolutely the “bad guy.” 
What disturbs me is not a question 
of whether or not illness exists, but 
why it is such a trend in America. 
Another thing that deeply bothers 
me is the cultural fixation on mental 
illnesses. 

One NECC student I spoke with 
stated that Americans were more 
likely to feel overwhelmingly 
depressed because of the relation- 
ship we keep with sadness. They 
suggested that as America preaches 
the need to be happy (to the point of 
actually rejecting sadness) the 
vision of what sadness is, is fear- 
some and overpowering. Our culture 
that so openly accepts depression, 
allows sadness to grow out of its 
personal shell and overcome society 
at large. 

A few years back I found myself 
sitting pretty in front of my doctor 
spouting the symptoms of this disor- 
der and that one for the label. 
Secretly at first, I liked all the atten- 
tion I was getting from my doctor, 
parents, and peers, but I have 
become haunted by the thought that 
maybe it was all my egocentric 


Food on campus 


is overpriced 


Many items are 
marked up to over 
twice the going rate 


By SAM SAWYER 
Opinion Editor 


Like most 
students on 
campus, there 
have been a 
| good many 
days where | 
haven't had 
time to get 

Bt ree food together 
Pe in the moming, 
_ or just haven't 
had anything on hand that I wanted to 
eat. On days like that, I'm glad the 
school has many vending machines 
and two locations to buy food. The 
people who work at both Jitters and 
the Cybercafe are perfectly nice peo- 
ple, and the food is totally fine and 
edible. But with the way the food is 
priced, you'd think you'd be getting 
some seriously gourmet dishes. 

A turkey sandwich at Jitters, 
without any drinks or sides, is $4.95. 
You can get a delicious, toasted foot- 
long sub on a variety of breads at 
subway for that price. I mean no 
offense to those who make the food 
at the on campus cafes, but they’re no 
Subway. 

Just like a large number of my 
peers, many nights I do not get any- 
where near the recommended 8 to 9 
hours of sleep. Thanks to my poor 
sleeping schedule, I need a hearty 
dose of caffeine to keep going most 
momings, so sometimes I buy an 
energy drink. In Jitters, a 16 ounce 
energy drink is priced at $2.95. At 
the Hess Express convenience store 


just a few miles down the road, the 
same drinks (both in brand name and 
size) are sold for $1.50. That's 
almost al100 percent mark up 

The vending machines are also 
remarkably overpriced. A pack of 
gum with 5 sticks in it, which 
retails at any and every gas station 
for 35 cents, is sold for 85 cents, 
over double what it should be. A 
bag of chips that is not a so-called 
“big grab bag,” but a normal sized 
bag, is sold in the vending 
machines for 95 cents. The same 
size bag would go for about half 
that elsewhere. 

At other colleges, the food is far 
cheaper. While visiting a friend at 
UMass Lowell, I had dinner with 


Babak Alian photos 
Even within one vending machine on campus there is 


a significant price mark up. 


him in the school's cafeteria. For 
non-students, it was $8 for all you 
can eat and drink. They have fresh- 
ly cooked pizza and pasta, salad, 
fruit, spaghetti, cake, fountain 
drinks, anything you could really 
ask for out of a college cafeteria. 
For students, it’s at least a dollar 
less. At NECC, you could only get 
a turkey sandwich, a bag of chips, 
and a soda for that price. 

In an economy where people 
need to save money more than ever, 
it is unfair for the college to allow 
the food providers to charge such 
exorbitant rates. Until the prices are 
reduced to a fair level, I suggest 
that students do their best to bring 
food and drinks from home. 


thoughts that initially paralyzed me. 
I still wonder about the question of 
just how many of my flaws were the 
product of their roles in the 
American culture. Of course, I am 
not saying that psychotropics have 
overcome the power of therapy, nor 
am I suggesting that prescription 
drugs are of no use to the severely 


MCT Campus graphic 
Excessive medication hurts more than it helps. 


ill. But I am saying that mental ill- 
ness and psychiatry have become 
excessively glamorized in our coun- 
try. What the label of ‘mentally ill’ 
carries with itself now is a blend of 
rapt morbid interests, emotional 
indulgence, and an excuse for poor 
performance. We love our diseases 
too much. 


Getting a full 
education 


Students should get 
as broad of an 
education as possible 


By GABRIELLE VICTOR 
Correspondent 


The Greek philosopher Aristotle 
established his own school, covering 
a wide range of thought, from biolo- 
gy, physics, logic, science, and meta- 
physics to ethics, morality, aesthetics, 
and politics. But all of these topics all 
were connected to one goal: to 
enhance and broaden the mind. 

College nowadays is more like an 
apprenticeship in a factory. Students 
solely focus on one area (major), 
master the one skill so they can even- 
tually do the skill on their own, thus 
getting a job. An important process of 
the college process, yes, yet it is giv- 
ing all attention to a small shrub and 
ignoring the vast, lush landscape 
which surrounds it. 

The basis of college is obviously 


We want to hear from you. 


to educate. However, educate has 
quite a broad definition; to inform, to 
develop faculties and powers by 
teaching instruction or schooling, to 
provide a training for a particular 
calling etc. By not incorporating all 
of these attributes of the word, it is 
almost disrespectful to the essence of 
education 

A particular vocation is needed in 
society, without a doubt, but as 
humans we all have a calling to learn 
and stretch our minds as far as possi- 
ble, tossing in masses of information 
and sorting it out for ourselves. 

College isn't like high school, or 
junior high before that, where we 


were largely told which classes to” 


take. College allows us to venture 
into uncharted areas. If there's noth- 
ing there then we can shift directions 
and explore new terrain. 


So if we decide to choose a major : 


with a structural and informative 
teaching process, electives and 
minors enable us to search for that 
latent niche, to give our mind supple- 
ments to grow. I'm doing that here at 
NECC, are you doing it too? 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject — 
line. . 
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—— 
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Video games don’t incite real world violence 


Claims to the 
contrary are baseless 


fear mongering 


By SAM SAWYER 
Opinion Editor 


I. am 
an unabashed, 
passionate, 
avid gamer, so 


when I hear 
false claims 

that violent 

~ video games 

~ incite real 

- world violent, I 
“am nothing 


short of Reeser I have spent a good 
amount of time doing research to 
make sure that my gut reaction 
against these claims is backed up by 
science, and it is. Violent video 
games not only do not incite real 
world violence, they can actually 
help to curb it, and it is unfair to try 
to hold game developers, publishers, 
retailers or console makers responsi- 
ble for the actions of a few mentally 
disturbed individuals. 

Most people have heard the case 
condemning violent video games 
because of the American media‘s 
desire to prey on the emotions of 
scared and uninformed adults, espe- 
cially parents. However, the case 
defending these games is rarely heard 
_through traditional outlets of news. 

MIT Professor Henry Jenkins 
wrote an article for PBS.com, in 
which he refuted eight of the most 
popular myths about gaming, one of 
which being 


“Scientific evidence links violent 
game play with youth aggression.” 

He rebutted that myth, writing, 
“Claims like this are based on the 
work of researchers who represent 
one relatively narrow school of 
research: media effects.” This 
research includes some 300 studies 
of media violence. But most of those 
studies are inconclusive and many 
have been criticized on methodologi- 
cal grounds. In these studies, media 
images are removed from any narra- 
tive context. Subjects are asked to 
engage with content that they would 
not normally consume and may not 
understand. Finally, the laboratory 
context is radically different from the 
environments where games would 
normally be played. Most studies 
found a correlation, not a causal rela- 
tionship, which means the research 
could simply show that aggressive 
people like aggressive entertainment. 
That’s why the vague term “links” is 
used here. “...No research has found 
that video games are a primary factor 
or that violent video game play‘could 
turn an otherwise normal person into 
a killer,” says Jenkins. 

Jenkins also explains how, like 
primates, sane humans can tell the 
different between play fighting and 
real combat. He says that children 
view activities within the context of 
play completely different than they 
do in real life, like playing house and 
doing actual housework. 

Whenever there is a school 
shooting, or a high profile case of 
youth violence, the mainstream 
media almost always invites an 
“expert” on, who blames violent 
games for the incident, often without 
knowing if the perpetrators were 
gamers or not. For example, when 


Just 2'/ hours from Northern 
Essex Community College is a 
student-oriented university 
devoted to academic excellence 
and a strong sense of community. 
Our majors include nationally 
ranked programs in arts and 
sciences, business, health sciences 


and communications. And we're 


former lawyer Jack Thompson went 
on Fox News mere hours after the 
Virginia Tech shooting and blamed 
violent games for the killings, insist- 
ing the police would find a huge stash 
of mature rated video games, before 
police had even searched his apart- 
ment. It turns out the murderer had 
no interest in violent video games. 

The gaming community can at 
least take solace in the fact that thus 
far, no video game publishers, retail- 
ers or console makers have ever been 
found to have any responsibility in 
any violent crime case. Neither Jack 
Thompson nor any other lawyer has 
ever been able to convince a court of 
the guilt of a publisher, retailer or 
console producer, though certainly 
not for lack of trying. 

I, and many others, would argue 


that playing violent games can actu- - 


ally be therapeutic. In the book, 
“Killing Monsters: Why Children 
Need Fantasy, Super Heroes, and 
Make-Believe Violence,” author 
Gerard Jones makes the case that 
children can tell the difference 
between pretend violence and real 
world violence, and that violent 
video games are essentially this gen- 
eration’s version of cowboys and 
Indians or cops and robbers. In the 
foreword to his book, Dr. Lynn 
Ponton tells the story of Jonathan, a 
10 year old that she worked with who 
played violent games. 

“Jonathan. had played violent 
games obsessively. His dad had 
tried to limit the activity, until I dis- 
covered that Jonathan was trying to 
cope with a bully at school. As he 
worked trough the conflict, his vio- 
lent play decreased. Then, after the 
Sept. 11 attacks, it increased again 
dramatically.” 


Photo courtsey of Activision Publishing 


For most, playing games such as “Call of Duty” 
doesn’t promote violent behavior. 


Ponton continues, “In fact, the 
only time he wasn’t: scared was 
when he was playing scary games, 
then he felt ok. Killing games gave 
Jonathan control over events where 
he and others felt none, and, perhaps 
even more important, they gave him 
control over his own feelings.” 

Over the last 10 years, I have 
killed likely hundreds of thousands 
of terrorists, drug lords, invading 
aliens, zombies, robots, super sol- 
diers, and countless other virtual 
beings, and I can say with complete 
confidence that my countless hours 
of wreaking havoc within the world 
of video games has not desensitized 


UMass Lowell Open House 2009 
Sunday, Nov. 1, 2009 
8:30 a.m., Tsongas Arena, Lowell 


This is a special day for prospective undergraduate 
and graduate students to: 


¢ Talk with Deans, faculty and current students 


me to images of real life horror. I 
am still shaken when I see a picture 
of a dead child on the streets of a 
war torn country, the victim of a 
nuclear attack, or even a mangled 
dog or cat on the side of the road. 
For the extreme majority of both 
children and adults, virtual violence 
and real world terror are complete- 
ly unrelated, and will always 
remain so. 

The few people who cannot sep- 
arate the two are mentally diseased, 
and their inability to do so is not 
caused by*gaming, but is a symptom 
of their poor mental condition. 


committed to using the credits about any of the 40+ undergraduate majors; 


¢ Learn about campus life, athletic 
opportunities, the admissions process © 
and financial aid, and 


¢ Tour the campus and visit a 
residence hall. 


For reservations, directions and 
more information, go to 
www.uml.edu/openhouse. 
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you've already earned. Visit 


www.quinnipiac.edu to see 


why Quinnipiac is your next 
step toward a bachelor’s degree 


and the career you want. 
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Nominations 
extended, officers 


elected 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


The opportunity for students 
to run for Student Senate has been 
extended until Wednesday, Oct. 
28. 

Senators voted to extend the 
nomination deadline an additional 
two weeks after their meeting on 
Wednesday, Oct. 14 because 11 of 
the 25 available senate seats were 
not filled. 

“There are more missing seats 
than we'd like,” Senate President 
Dan Pierce said. 

Originally, nomination peti- 
tions were due on Friday, Oct. 2. 

According to Dina Brown, 
senate adviser and director of stu- 
dent engagement, five nomination 
petitions were previously 
received, and of those students 
who sent in nominations, two have 
attended senate meetings. 

The senate currently has nine 
members, made up of two students 
who sent in nominations, three 
who were appointed from the 
Student Leadership Development 
Program and four selected as rep- 
resentatives from the five largest 
clubs on campus. 

If more than seven people run 
for the remaining senate seats, or 
there is a contested race, then the 
senate will hold elections, Brown 
said, 

Elections did not have to be 
held for the senators currently on 
senate because their were no con- 
tested races, according to Brown. 

However, elections for execu- 
tive committee officers were held 
amongst the senate at their Oct. 14 
meeting. 

Elected officers include: Dan 
Pierce, president; Andrew Niven, 
vice president - Lawrence; 
Samantha Jacobs, vice president - 
Haverhill; Paul Taylor, secretary; 
Randy Davis, treasurer; and Ryan 
Valente, parliamentarian. 

Elections for the two remain- 
ing executive committee posi- 
tions, program chairs for the 
Haverhill and Lawrence campus- 
es, were tabled until a later meet- 
ing when there are more senators 
to fill the positions. 

Students interested in running 
for senate can pick up nomination 
petitions in room D-119 of the 
Sport and Fitness Center, or in 
Lawrence in room L-130. 
Nomination petitions need to have 
20 signatures from the students’ 
academic area. Petitions are due 
by Wednesday, Oct. 28. 
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Honors society comes to NECC 


Students will have 
access to scholarships, 
networking 


By JOSHUA JO 
News Editor 


NECC is proudly becoming a 
chapter ta the Phi Theta Kappa 
Honors Society, the world’s largest 
and most prestigious honor society, 
for all qualified students and faculty 
advisers to become a part of and to 
seek academic recognition and suc- 
cess. With many scholarships, pro- 
grams and forms of networking at 
students’ fingertips, specifically 
geared towards two year colleges, 
this honors society promises a 
wealth of opportunities for the stu- 
dents here at NECC that was not 
readily available or nonexistent pre- 
viously. 

“Because it’s a two year honors 
society, this is it man, this is the way 
for students to really get more recog- 
nized in academia period, that come 
out of two year colleges,” said 
English Professor Lisette Espinoza. 

The PTK provides recognition of 
students’ academic success on a 
national and international level and 
thus further enriches the academic 
experience and possibilities here at 
NECC. 

Adjunct professor Andrew 
Morse said it best when he stated, 
“what I really like is the fact that 
once you become apart of the PTK it 


Safety 


questioned THE RIGHT 
COLLEGE 
THIS TIME. 


Continued from Page | 


The recent thefts have led some students to ques- 


tion the safety of the parking lot. 


“I’ve never given much thought to my car getting 
stolen, but apparently I should,” student Mary 


Marshall said 


Marshall also questioned if security’s attention has 
been diverted elsewhere since the implementation of 


the smoking ban. 


“I have not once not gotten yelled at for smoking, 
but apparently cars are getting stolen,” Marshall said. 
“ve smoked in the parking lot standing next to cars 
that aren’t mine, and security assumes that it is mine 


because they never say anything.” 


As for Pistone’s suggestion that students invest in 
a theft deterrent device, such as a club, Marshall may 


be swayed. 


opens up a lot of doors for them (stu- 
dents) its something they can be 
proud of for the rest of their lives, 
they can put it on their transcripts, 
their resumes and so forth. People 
will notice that and will really help 
them whether they move onto law 
school or medical school or wherev- 
er it is they have to go to.” 

PTK members are also given the 
opportunity, and are encouraged, to 
be active in our community to access 
the $36 million in transfer scholar- 


several years to find and make such 
ambitions come true, the current sta- 
tus of NECC being inducted as the 
Beta Sigma Lambda chapter is still 
in the chartering process but may 
have all services and academic 
opportunities available and official 
by the following fall semester or as 
early as this spring semester. 
“Whats kind of nice is that there 
is a certain serendipity about this, we 
just stumbled into this. And what 
we're beginning to realize is that 


s PHI THETA KAPPA 


HONOR 


ships that are available to more than 
600 colleges and universities within 
the 50 states, District of Columbia, 
Canada and Great Britain, which 
includes awards up to $590 thousand 
to students and advisers. ’ 

NECC currently provides com- 
munity service in many forms 
through erganizations and clubs and 
will allow students to easily gain 
access the wide variety of scholar- 
ships that are available. 

“We were looking at is as the 
PTK can kind of be a feeder into 
some of the existing organizations on 
campus,” said Morse. 

President David Hartleb has 
pushed for such an honors society to 
be present at NECC for several years 
and PTK provides the college with 
exactly the type of creed that is per- 
fect for NECC., Though it has taken 


“I think it’s silly, but it might be necessary,” she 


said. 
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SOCIETY 


there are people on campus, accord- 
ing to professors, who have already 
had some acquaintance with this 
organization,” said Morse. 

The requirements to be eligible 
for the PTK include a GPA of 3.5 or 
higher, must have completed at least 
12 hours of coursework that may be 
applied to an associate degree and 
must uphold the standards of the 
society. 

Another major requirement is the 
$50 membership fee for qualified 
students. The fee may pose as a 
deterrent for students who simply 
cannot afford to invest as much time, 
let alone money, but who still want 
to be involved in the honors society. 
Plans for funding students that can’t 
afford the fee are unofficial but 
underway to provide as many stu- 
dents the maximum number of 


opportunities to succeed. But once 
you become a member you will 
receive a gold embossed member- 
ship certificate, a membership iden- 
tification card, a membership key 
pin, a diploma seal, and a transcript 
notation of membership. 

This Honors Society was estab- 
lished at a Missouri women’s two 
year college in 1910 and their servic- 
es were available only to all 
women’s colleges and was at that 
time named Phi Theta Omicron. In 
1918 they became a national organi- 
zation and in 1924 wrote an amend- 
ment into their constitution embrac- 
ing all two-year colleges. Their 
headquarters are now based in 
Jackson, Mississippi and their soci- 
ety’s services will now allow stu- 
dents to interact on a national and 
international level to gain leadership 
qualities and experience a connec- 
tive network amongst other members 
from other states and nations. 

“T honor the fact that this honors 
society is for academic achievements 
and is a support system for students 
that may not get that kind of recogni- 
tion in our institution, they may not 
get it here but they can get it nation- 
ally and _ internationally,” said 
Espinoza. 

“It really helps everybody,” said 
Morse. 

Students are given chances to 
succeed and be acknowledged, facul- 
ty and advisers are also given incen- 
tives to participate and even the 
community benefits from the schol- 
arship programs that require commu- 
nity service to receive. 


National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff from 
AP wire reports 


Balloon boy charges may 
not come until next week 


FORT COLLINS, Colo. - 
Investigators pored over e-mails, 
phone records and financial docu- 
ments from the home of Richard 
Heene on Monday as_ they 
weighed felony charges and 
sought to determine who else 
might have helped the alleged 
balloon-boy hoax get off the 
ground. 

The sheriff's office said its 
findings will be forwarded to 
prosecutors next week to decide if 
Richard and Mayumi Heene 
should be charged with falsely 
reporting that their 6-year-old son 
had drifted away in a large home- 
built helium balloon to drum up 
publicity for a reality TV show. 

But the investigation could 
reach beyond the Heenes, possi- 
bly into the world of reality-show 
promotions. 

Larimer County Sheriff Jim 
Alderden said documents show 
that a media outlet had agreed to 
pay the Heenes. Alderden did not 
name the organization but said it 
was in an industry that blurs “the 
line between entertainment and 

_news.” 

It was not clear whether the 
deal was signed before or after the 
alleged hoax, or whether the 
media outlet was a possible con- 
spirator. If so, the organization 
could face charges as well. 

, The Heenes are amateur 
storm chasers who apparently 
wanted to star in a reality show 


that focused on a range of absurd 
experiments, such as attracting 
UFOs with a weather balloon and 
conducting an electromagnetic 
analysis of a terminally ill 
patient's spirit before death. 


2 teammates were with 
player who was stabbed 


STORRS, Conn. - The foot- 
ball coach at the University of 
Connecticut says at least two 
teammates were with UConn 
player when he was fatally 
stabbed outside the UConn 
Student Union early Sunday 
morning, after a pulled fire alarm 
forced an evacuation during a uni- 
versity-sponsored dance. 

Coach Randy Edsall said 
Monday that one of the teammates 
held 20-year-old Jasper Howard 
in his arms, and the other provid- 
ed first aid. Edsall would not iden- 
tify the players but said they may 
not be mentally ready to play 
when UConn has its next game 
Saturday against West Virginia. 

Edsall would not say how 
many players attended the dance 
or saw the attack. UConn ‘police 
say Howard, of Miami, was 
stabbed early Sunday during a 
fight between two groups that 
included students and non-stu- 
dents. There are no suspects and 
no arrests. 

The violence came less than 
12 hours after UConn's 38-25 
homecoming victory over 
Louisville. 


Siete on 


Donating blood draws fear 


The need is great, but 
often the turnout 
at blood drives is not 


By MICHELE SIMON 
Correspondent 


The American Red Cross collects 
blood at drives all across America 
throughout the year but fear is keep- 
ing many people from donating. 

An estimated total of 50 students 
showed up to donate blood at a drive 
Sept. 29 at NECC. That’s less than 1 
percent of the more than 6,000 stu- 
dents currently enrolled. 

According to the American Red 
Cross Web site givelife.org, every 
two seconds someone needs blood in 
our country, yet only 5 percent of the 
eligible population donates. Of that 
amount, college and student blood 
drives account for 15 percent of the 
total blood donations. 

Several students at NECC, 
among them Joe Schema from 
Plaistow, N.H., were asked why they 
did not, or would not donate, and fear 
was the top concern. 

Schema said he doesn’t give 
blood because he gets dizzy when 
blood is drawn and is afraid of pass- 
ing out. 

According to’the American Red 
Cross, the number one reason why 
people don’t donate is fear. 

“This is certainly understand- 
able. We are always intimidated by 
the unknown. We are asking people 
to do something that they wouldn’t 
normally do,” said Carol Dembeck, 
corporate communications specialist 
for the American Red Cross. 

Passing out during a blood dona- 
tion is very rare, Dembeck said. If it 
doe shappen at all it is usually more 
often due to nervousness than a phys- 
ical reaction such as dehydration, and 
most symptoms can be prevented by 
preparing ahead. 

Susan Gervasi of Kingston, N.H. 
also said she would not give blood. 
She doesn’t like needles and also is 
afraid of passing out. She justifies not 
giving blood because she has a rare 
blood type, AB positive, and since 
less than 4 percent of Americans can 
receive that blood type she believes- 
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Former Opinion Editor Hansel Lopez conquers his 


there is not much need for it. 

According to Carol Dembeck, 
AB positive is rare but all blood 
types are needed at all times, includ- 
ing the rare and the most popular. 

Dembeck has heard people that 
have the most popular blood type, O 
positive, say that there are so many 
people that have it they don’t feel 
there is a need to donate. People can 
assume that because a blood type is 
rare it is not needed, or so popular 
there are enough donors. 

This is not true. 

The more people that have a 
blood type the greater the need is for 
the blood and the less people that 
have it, the harder it is to find. 
Waiting to donate until there is a des- 
perate need may be too late for some- 
one. 

Cynthia Therrien, director of the 
Center of Adult and Alternative 
Studies at NECC said the college will 
be hosting another blood drive in the 
spring. 
“Tt helps to call ahead and make 
an appointment for the drive,” she 
said. 

The American Red Cross will 
send out their workers based on the 


fear and donates blood at a drive last semester. 


number of appointments that are 
called in and made for a site. There 
were many students that walked in to 
donate blood at this blood drive, 
something the organizers are very 
thankful for. It would help to lower 
the wait time though, if students call 
ahead to make the appointments so 
the Red Cross can send additional 
help if needed. 

Dembeck encourages anyone 
that hasn’t donated to give it a try. It 
helps to be honest about your fear 
when you go to donate. Tell the 
nurse. Also bring a friend, preferably 
someone that has donated before. 

“It’s just a pinch,” said 
Dembeck, about the drawing of the 
blood. 

The actual blood donation takes 
an average of seven to twelve min- 
utes. 

“Most people go through the 
process fine and leave feeling good 
knowing they have saved someone’s 
life,’ Dembeck said. 

Finding a local blood drive can 
be done at any time by calling 1-800- 
GIVELIFE or going to 
www.givelife.com and entering a zip 
code. 


Students robbed on way to class 


According to Lawrence Police 
reports two NECC students were 
robbed at knifepoint as they walked 
on Bruce Street and Erving Avenue 
on their way to school at the 
Lawrence campus on Thursday, 
Octit: 

One of the students told police 
that when he and his friend were 
walking to class on Thursday at 
about 6 p.m., a gang of teens came 
up behind them. 

The victim told police one of 
the teens pressed a large knife 
against his neck and robbed him of 
his cellphone while the others 
pulled smaller knives and pointed 
them at the victims. 

The gang then ran off and dis- 
appeared, police said. 

Police said they stopped several 
persons in the area but were unable 
to locate the suspects. 

Bruce Street and Erving Avenue 
are located about an eighth of a 
mile from the Lawrence campus on 
Franklin Street. 


ity : 4 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been compiled 
to inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring assistance from 
Eagle Security on the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses. 

This log covers incidents from 
Oct 4 to Oct. 16. 


Tuesday, Oct. 6 - A foot injury 
was reported in lot #4, 3:30 p.m. 


Tuesday, Oct. 6 - A theft was 
reported in the gym locker room, 
6:30 p.m. 


Wednesday, Oct. 7 - A hit-and- 
run occurred heading off campus, 3 
p.m. 


Thursday, Oct. 8 - A male student 
reported having chest pains in the C 
building. An ambulance was called, 
7:45 a.m. 


Thursday, Oct. 8 - A female stu- 
dent reported having chest pains. An 
ambulance was called, 8:22 a.m. 


Wednesday, Oct. 14 - A hit-and- 
run occurred in lot #7, 2:30 p.m. 


Friday, Oct. 16 - An employee 
slipped on the floor of the C building 
lobby, 9 a.m. 


Friday, Oct. 16 - A car was stolen 
from lot #5 of the C building. A 
police report was filed, 9:50 a.m. 
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World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff from 
AP wire reports 
SP 


Diplomats: 1st day of Iran 
nuke talks inconclusive 


VIENNA ~ A first day of talks 
to get Iran to send most of its 
enriched uranium abroad, and thus 
delay its potential to make a 
nuclear weapon, ended inconclu- 
sively Monday, with Tehran 
remaining uncommitted, diplo- 
mats told The Associated Press. 

International Atomic Energy 
Agency chief Mohamed ElBaradei 
said the negotiations between Iran 
and the U.S., Russia and France 
got off to a “good start.” However, 
three diplomats, who were famil- 
iar with the discussions, suggested 
little was accomplished outside of 
both sides outlining their posi- 
tions. 

Iran had signaled going into 
the meeting that it would not meet 
Western demands for a deal under 


which it would ship most of its 
enriched material out of the coun- 
try. Tehran has said it needs 
enriched uranium for nuclear fuel. 
The West fears it could be used to 
make weapons, and the U.S. says 
Iran is one to six years away from 
being able to do so. 

The talks were focused on a 
technical issue with huge strategic 
ramifications - whether Iran is 
ready to farm out some of its ura- 
nium enrichment program to a for- 
eign country. 

ElBaradei appeared cautiously 
optimistic after the closed meet- 
ings, saying most technical issues 
had been discussed and the parties 
would meet again Tuesday morn- 
ing. 
“We have had this afternoon 
quite a constructive meeting,” 
ElBaradei told reporters. “We are 
off to a good start.” 


UK's Brown urges 
progress on climate pact 


LONDON -— The world has 
less than two months to agree on 
how to avoid catastrophic global 
warming whose impact would be 
felt for generations, British Prime 
Minister Gordon Brown said 
Monday, a stark warning that puts 
pressure on the United States to 
finalize its position before this 
year's global climate conference 
in Denmark. 

Brown told delegates to the 
Major Economies Forum talks in 
London that countries need to 
compromise with one another to 
reach a deal at December's confer- 
ence to avoid “the catastrophe of 
unchecked climate change.” 

“There are now fewer than 50 
days to set the course of the next 
few decades,” Brown said. “We 
cannot afford to fail. If we fail 
now, we will pay a heavy price. ... 
If we falter, the Earth will itself be 
at risk.” 

The U.N. conference in 
Copenhagen will cap two years of 
negotiations on a global climate 
change treaty to replace the U.N.'s 
1997 Kyoto Protocol on carbon 
dioxide emissions. Brown, who 
plans to attend the U.N. confer- 
ence, called on fellow leaders to 
join him in hammering out an 
urgent agreement. 


Events 
Calendar 


* A transfer college fair 
will be held in the Technology 
Center on the Haverhill cam- 
pus from10 a.m. to 1 p.m. For 
more information, contact 
Academic Advising at 978- 
556-3440. 


23 FRIDAY 


*The Gay-Straight Alliance 
(GSA) meets on Fridays from 
12 to 1 p.m. in room C-108. 
For more information, contact 
Isabelle Gagne 978-556-3364. 


laa? WEDNESDAY 


* A Halloween party will 
be held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the Sport and Fitness 
Center. 


30 FRIDAY 


* A Halloween party will 
be held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the Lawrence campus atri- 
um. 


* Safe Trick or treating for 
children of students, faculty 
and staff will be held on both 
campuses from 2:30 to 4:30 
p.m. at designated offices. 
For more information, contact 
Amy Zimmerman at 978-738- 
7416. 


NOVEMBER 
6 FRIDAY 


* The Top Notch Theater 
Players’ performance of 
Moliere’s “Tartuffe” will pre- 
miere at 7:30 p.m. in the Top 
Notch Theater on the third 
floor of the Spurk building. 
Additional performances will 
be held on Nov. 7, 12, 13 and 
14 at 7:30 p.m.Tickets cost 
$10 for general admission, $8 
for students and seniors. 

For more information, con- 
tact Susan Sanders at 978- 
556-3374. 


20 FRIDAY 


* The GSA will be spon- 
soring the 2nd Annual 
Winterball semiformal dance 
from 7:30 p.m. to 12 a.m. with 
a dinner from 6 to 7 p.m. 
Tickets will be $5 beforehand 
and $7 if purchased at the 
door. For more information, 
contact Isabelle Gagne 978- 
556-3364. 
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Beacon of hope in Lawrence 


NECC students 
return to club as 
volunteers 


By JAMIE-LEE RODRIGUEZ 
Campus Life Editor 
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T he 
Beacon Boys 
& Girls Club 
serves more 
than just the 
neighborhood 
kids, it wel- 
comes back 
their alumni. 
The BBGC, a 
satellite unit of 
the Lawrence Boys & Girls Club, 
stays true to their motto: “If ever you 
lose hope, and can’t find the light, we 
shall be your beacon shining ever so 
bright”. 

The BBGC services over 300 
children a year, 45 per day, ages rang- 
ing from 7 to 17. They offer various 
afterschool activities such as cheer- 
leading, football, and homework 
help. They also offer a free meal pro- 
gram, which allows the staff to serve 
the members a hot meal without 
charging them. 

Once a member reaches 18, or 
graduates from high school, they are 
expected to get all they need out of 
their years at the BBGC. Some go to 
college and still stay in contact with 
the club, others go into the work 
force with the knowledge and guid- 
ance the club gave them to survive in 
the “real world.” 

However, what happens to the 
late bloomers? Do they get tossed out 
into today’s harsh society even 
though they need a little extra help, 
and a little more guidance then the 
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Co-op program pays 
in work and social 
experiences 


By TOM HANNON 
Correspondent 


The Co-op program doesn’t have 
that school feeling, but it can be the 
best learning experience you will 
ever have, and, if handled correctly, 
you could turn it into a great opportu- 
nity. It is your first taste of live action 
in your field which turns into a 13 
week, 180 hour job interview. 

Ryan McAskill, who graduated 
from NECC three years ago, said his 
internship experience was a terrific 
example of seizing great opportunity. 

“What I learned on my internship 
was more important than anything I 
learned in the classroom. The intern- 
ship was worth my entire college 
experience. The classroom only gives 
you the basics but actually being in 
the real world and doing the job and 
dealing with the real pressure is an 
unmatched experience,” _ said 
McAskill. 

McAskill worked four intern- 
ships during his four years in college, 
The NECC Observer (Sports Editor), 
The Lawrence Eagle Tribune 
(Sports), The Haverhill Gazette 


“Our NECC students are not 
afraid to come to us when they need 
help,” said Jill Rodriguez, the Unit 
Director of the BBGC. 

“They stay close to home while 
getting their education because they 
know we are here for them,” 
Rodriguez said. Rafael Rosa, an 
NECC student majoring in Criminal 
Justice, isn’t afraid to say that college 
life is difficult. 

“It is hard being in college, the 
education is at a higher level than 
high school, and it’s up to you to 
make it. But my friends from the club 
and the staff make it easier for me to 
keep up with my educations. They 
are always there when I need advice 
or when I need help with something,” 
Rosa said. 

Looking at the growing staff at 
the BBGC as well as the LBGC, one 
can’t help but notice that most of 
them were once club kids themselves. 

“Alumni tend to come back to 
their roots and want to give back to 
their community,” Rodriguez said. 
The alumni are seen as being role 


models who help members respect 


the BBGC, and value their hard 
work. 

“We are always here with open 
arms for our alumni, whether it is to 


Club members and alumni pose while at the 2008 
awards ceremony held at the BBGC. 


To most kids the club is like a 
safe haven, a second home where 
they can let their guard down and be 
themselves. The club also offers 
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They stay close to home to get their edu- 
cation because they know we are always 


here for them. 


— Jill Rodriguez 


get advice or let them use our com- 
puters for school work, there isn’t 
anything that we can’t offer them 
now that we did offer them when they 
were members,” Rodriguez said. 


many scholarship opportunities as 
well as college and SAT prep pro- 
grams. The staff at the BBGC want 
their kids to strive for better, which is 
why they gladly welcome the alumni 
back. 


“My advice for kids who are con- 
tinuing their education is for them to 
remain close to the club, and its staff, 
you never know when you may need 
their guidance or help,” Rosa said. 
When the staff see hard work being 
put forth in the effort to better some- 
one, they can’t tum away a member 
in need. Most alumni come back to 
the club to help out as a volunteers; 
they know that their time is valuable 
to the kids in their neighborhood. 

“It is worth coming-back and vol- 
unteering, just to know that you can 
make a difference,” Rosa said. The 
BBGC is located in the heart of the 
Beacon Projects, it has had its doors 
open for 17 years, and has serviced - 
hundreds and hundreds of project 
children. It has been a club to some, 
and a home for many. 


to work for free 


(Weddings, Calendars and non byline 
content) and The Massachusetts 
Daily Collegian (Arts and Living). 
He worked long hours beyond what 
was required to gain the most experi- 
ence out of his time at the papers. He 
learned page layout as well as edit- 
ing, and, by staying until 3 a.m. many 
nights, seeing and understanding the 
deadline process. One of the many 
questions students ask is, “What does 
a company look for in an intern?” 

“We look for someone who is 
dependable, doesn’t take too long to 
learn what we’re looking for, is at 
least a decent writer who doesn’t 
need a lot of editing and someone 
who is ambitious and always wants 
to help out. They shouldn’t be in a 
hurry to get done each time he works, 
they should be more interested in 
helping out and doing his job right,” 
said Dave Dyer, the Sports 
Editor/Writer for The Lawrence 
Eagle Tribune. 

Dyer also offered pitfalls to 
avoid. 

“The biggest mistake interns 
make is thinking they know more 
than they really do and, even more, 
not learning from their mistakes.” 
Valuable experience is gained from 
being in the environment and keep- 
ing your eyes and ears open, stop to 
think these people are professionals 
in the field you desire to be in. A 
good attitude really can pay off,” 
Dyer said. "If there was a piece of 


advice I would give it would be, “be 
aggressive about doing the best pos- 
sible job right away (like answering 
the phones quickly and with a posi- 
tive attitude) and try to fit in with the 
staff rather than staying in the back- 
ground.’ You are a non-threatening 
student, taking advantage of that sta- 
tus, there are few if any dumb ques- 
tions.” 

McAskill’s experience also 
shows the opportunity is there if you 
look for it, when he went to UMASS, 
all the sports beats were full. It would 
have been months or longer before he 
could cover a sports team. However, 
there was an opening in the Living 
and Art section of the paper. He knew 
the person in charge and decided to 
give that shot while waiting for 
sports to open. 

It became a perfect match, 
McAskill starting covering Concerts, 
TV and Comedy. Over the next two 
years at the Massachusetts Daily 
Collegian he worked his way up from 
writing to running that section of the 
news paper. 

“Instead of covering sports, I 
went to free concerts and comedy 
shows,” McAskill said. 

McAskill writes for the 
Examiner.com as the Boston 
Comedy Examiner. His connections 
and writing impressed the right peo- 
ple and he is now in a joint venture 
writing a book called “Boston’s Little 
Black Book: A Guy’s Guide to 


Photo courtesy of examiner.com 
Ryan McAskill found suc- 
cess in co-op and beyond. 


Boston.” This is a follow up book to 
“Las Vegas Little Black Book: A 
Guy’s Guide to Las Vegas” that has 
sold 300,000 copies to date. 

“If you do a co-op in your field of 
study and desire to be hired at the 
company remember it is a 180 week 
job interview,” said Mike Markham, 
an adviser for the co-op program at 
NECC. 

The NECC co-op department has 
excellent tools for you to use with 
various workshops each semester. In 
the first co-op orientation & business 
etiquette meeting, Markham echoed 
what McAskill and Dyer said. 

“Stay positive, go in with a open 
mind. Take full advantage of your 
opportunity. It is not just a job, it is an 
adventure in learning,”he said. 


| will more than likely be 
| defined by the slew of unin- 


Is twitter an 
invitation to people s 
private life? 


By NICOLE SCOPA 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Yes it’s 
true the 16- 
year-old 
- teen pop 
* sensation, 
aw ho 
reached 
two million 
viewers, 
Miley 
Caytr wis 
deleted her twitter on Oct. 8. If 
you’re one to go on YouTube to view 
videos, I’m sure you’ve passed upon 
a video named “Good-bye Twitter” 
posted by Cyrus on her and her 
friend Mandy’s YouTube. 

As of right now, the video has 
over three million views and as the 
number climbs, the buzz about it 
grows larger. The video was Cyrus 
rapping to her fans telling them the 


’ real reason why she bid farewell to 


twitter. I say real reason because 
word was, at first, that she quit 
because her reported boyfriend and 
“The Last Song” costar Liam 
Hemsworth told her to. However, 
she clearly states in her rap, 

“No it wasn’t because my friend 
told me to, you all know very well 
what you say I don’t do.” 

That’s all good and fine, but in 
her last tweet before she disappeared 
for good she wrote, 

“FYI Liam doesn’t have a twttr 
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@miuleycyrus stops tweeting 


& he wants ME 2 delete mine w/ gd 
reason.” 

To me, her rap makes her sound 
like a hypocrite when she said it 
wasn’t because of her friend, that it 
was something else, but then she 
tweeted that he wanted her to get rid 
of hers. Make up your mind, Miley. 

In her rap she goes on to say 
stuff like, “I stopped living for 
moments and started living for peo- 
ple.” 

“Everything that I type and 
everything that I do all those lame 
gossip sites take it and they make it 
news. I want my private life private, 
I’m done tryin’ to please, I ain’t 
livin’ for tabloids, no, I’m livin’ for 
me.” 

I understand that the paparazzi 
and gossip sites are ferocious and 
they will take anything someone 
says and twist it to make it a gossip 
story, but she has to realize that’s 
what she’s in for with this occupa- 
tion. Celebrities are attacked all the 
time; she can’t go on living the rich 
and famous life and try not to get 
beaten up by the words gossip sites 
write about her. 

Big question here: is it fair for 
her to say good-bye to two million 
fans just because she can’t handle 
what people in the tabloid world has 
to say about her? It’s a selfish act. If 
she really cared about her fans she 
wouldn’t just leave and say “I’m too 
busy.” Personally, that sounds like 
she’s saying she’s too busy for her 
fans. 

I don’t think she realized how 
many fans she upset, either. Sure 
she’d say she knew, but she really 
doesn’t. The top trending topic on 
Twitter the day she left was #miley- 
comeback. It got to the point that 
even her Father begged her to go 


back. Cyrus didn’t budge, though. 

With her leaving the popular 
micro-blogging site, Cyrus encour- 
ages kids all over the world that they 
should take a break from “cyber- 
space”. 

She wrote on her official web- 
site, “if we spent more time enjoying 
what we are doing besides tweeting 
about it, we would enjoy our lives a 
whole lot more.” 

I agree with her up to a point. 
No one said that we have to tweet 
stuff that we do. If people do that, 
that’s their decision. Plus, if people 
like Cyrus are worried about. their 
words turning into a gossip story, 
they should choose their words more 
carefully. Also, tweets that you post 
can be deleted, so there’s no reason 
why there should be a problem with 
any of it. If you tweeted something 
one day out of anger that could be 
insulting to someone, you can delete 
it; none of it is permanent. 

Is it true that twitter is more than 
just posting stuff you’re doing? Is it 
taking time out of your personal life 
to tell everyone out there what 
you’re doing, when they could care 
less? Twitter is overrated, I will 
admit that. There are many Twitter 
apps for phones, and even T-Shirts 
that say “I’m tweeting this.” Also, 
every star that is a star has one; it’s 
like the new Face book or MySpace; 
everyone’s got to have one. 

However, even though that is 
true, it doesn’t mean you need to 
make one. It also doesn’t mean if 
you do have one that you need to 
post tweets every time you’re doing 
something exciting. Twitter was 
made to make communication faster 
and easier. Fans can feel closer with 
their favorite celebrities and see 
what they’re doing without having to 


Ten years of scares 


By AARON Foss 
Correspondent 


Since the 
Universal 
monster 
movies of the 
1930’s to the 
bloody reigns 
of Jason 
» Voorhees and 

Fore dd y 
Krueger over 
their respec- 
tive franchises 
throughout the 1980’s, each decade 
in the horror genre has been 
defined by a specific theme, 
a recognizable (though often 
disfigured) face for that spe- 
cific time period. 

Unfortunately, the first 
ten years of the 21st century 


spired remakes of many of 
those classic horror films, or 
by the slash n’ dash tripe 
Rob Zombie and Eli Roth 
like to pass off as watchable 
films. So with such a scant 
few horror films this decade 
that can even be called good, 
and even fewer classic, 
which one vanquishes the 
competition? Let’s take a look. 

In 2000, “Final Destination,” 
the first in what would be a series of 
four films, rethought the standard 
teen slash’em-up by replacing the 
stereotypical serial killer with 
Death itself, literally. The unseen 
force of the Grim Reaper himself 
stalks the survivors of an airplane 
crash in order to fulfill their fates in 
a clever and fresh film. The follow- 


ing year, Oscar winner Nicole 
Kidman portrayed the manic, obses- 
sive mother of two photosensitive 
children in “The Others.” All in all, 
it was a eerie film with one of the 
best reveal endings in modern cine- 
ma. In 2002, “The Ring,” was 
released to much critical and fan 
acclaim as a legitimate horror treas- 
ure which it indeed is. A remake of 
the Japanese original, the film fol- 
lows the lives and subsequent ending 
of those lives, of anyone unfortunate 
to watch a certain video tape that 
causes its viewers to die one week 
later. 

“Shaun of the Dead” became a 


instant cult hit after its release in 
2004, introducing American audi- 
ences to Simon Pegg and redefin- 
ing the horror/comedy in the process. 
Arguably, many would say it should 
top the list, and until this year I 
would have agreed. For the last 5 
years of the decade, many horror 
fans could find the best horror on 
direct-to-DVD releases rather than 
the cinema. The atrociously bad 


MCT Campus photo 
This lady will drag you to hell. 


“Saw” franchise and bland remakes 
disgusted many of us because of 
their lack of quality rather than their 
fun kills or high body counts. “The 
Descent,” “The Strangers” and 
“Black Sheep” are a few noticeable 
exceptions. 

Then while on hiatus from 
directing his high budget Hollywood 
thrill ride “Spiderman” series, direc- 
tor Sam Raimi decided to return to 
the genre he helped reimagine so 


many years ago. The originator of 


the cult favorite “Evil Dead” trilogy, 
brought us what I consider to be the 
best horror film of the decade in 
“Drag Me to Hell,” now out on 
DVD. Alison Lohman 
plays Christine Brown, a 
run of the mill bank loan 
officer who is ordered to 
. evict an elderly Slavic 
} woman from her home. 
Unfortunately, in wonder- 
_ ful horror fashion, the 

woman just so happens to 
also be a gypsy who curses 
Christine for her deed, giv- 
ing her only three days to 
figure out a way to avoid 
well....being dragged to 
Hell. Raimi infuses his 
own unique style that made 
the “Evil Dead” series so 
popular and let other films 
like “Shaun of the Dead” 
find their niche. It balances that 
precipice between horror and come- 
dy better than any other, creeping 
you out and making you laugh all at 
once. From the gross out gags for 
which he is known to the gut-churn- 
ing uneasiness of its ending, “Drag 
Me to Hell,” reminded me why hor- 


| am so over the stinkin paparatzzi its 


not even funny!!! 


mileycyrus 


Mies Cyrus 


Photo courtesy of Twitter.com 


Before she says goodbye, Cyrus tweets her anger 


towards the paparazzi. 


tead a long blog. 

I think Twitter is fine. I think it’s 
one of the better social networking 
sites because there’s nothing to it. 
Like I said, it’s easier for a star to say 
what they’re doing in less than 140 
words than it is for them to write a 
blog informing all the fans on what’s 
going on with them. Doing that is 
time consuming, and honestly no 
one likes reading long blogs, they’d 
rather read simple sentences. 

Plain and simple, I think what 
Cyrus did was selfish. She shouldn’t 
have bothered making a Twitter if 
she was going to delete it. A star’s 
job in having a twitter is to show 
dedication to their fans, and while 
knowing they have so many fans 


supporting them they’ll keep tweet- 
ing. Not doing so shows weakness. 
It shows that you’re giving up and 
saying good-bye for reasons that 
aren’t relevant. Everyone knows 
tabloids are out to get them, and to 
let it all go in one ear and out the 
other. If you don’t then you really 
need to get out of the limelight and 
live a normal life. 

What Cyrus did was irresponsi- 
ble. She could have still had her pri- 
vate life private, it was her who 
tweeted what she tweeted; no one 
told her to do that. Therefore, it’s 
her who is at fault here, and with her 
decision, she’s leaving 2 million fans 
upset and feeling neglected. Way to 
go, Miley. 


The zombies 
are coming 


By PATRICK HOLLAND 
Correspondent 


: Rookie big- 
screen film 
| director, Ruben 
Fleischer, puts 
an unconven- 
) tional spin on an 
arguably tired 
. genre with 
“Zombieland.” 
The film has 
made about $15 million since opening 
on Oct. 2 and it is easy to see why. 

All four characters are perfectly 
casted and cleverly named after their 
hometowns. Tallahassee (Woody 
Harrelson) is a self-reliant drifter in a 
post-zombie-apocalyptic world who 
gets a sick satisfaction out of killing 
zombies. He stumbles upon 
Columbus (Jesse Eisenberg) who 
bears a striking resemblance to his 
character in Adventureland in being a 
dorky, but loveable underdog that is 
ultimately only trying to impress a 
girl. 

The girl he is trying to impress in 
this one is Wichita (Emma Stone) who 
has recently had her own success at 
the box office (“Superbad,” “The 
Rocker,” “Ghost of Girlfriends Past’’) 
plays over-protective big sister to 
Little Rock (Abigail Breslin who’s 
most notable role being in “Little 
Miss Sunshine’”’). Bill Murray makes a 


ror films are my favorite guilty | memorable cameo as himself. 


pleasure and why I am a fan Raimi’s 
work. 


The chemistry between these peo- 
ple from seemingly different walks of 


life is surprisingly organic and natu- 
ral, bringing with it a very dark but 
very believable style of humor. Ruben 
Fleischer, whose work prior to 
“Zombieland” consisted of producing 
MTVshows Rob Dyrdek’s Fantasy 
Factory and Rob & Big and directing 
three episodes of Jimmy Kimmel 
Live, said he was inspired by 2004’s 
“Shaun of the Dead” in making the 
jump to the big screen. 

There are similarities between the 


films but, in no way does 
“Zombieland” ride the coattails of 
“Shaun of the Dead.” While 
“Zombieland” does address almost 


every zombie/horror movie steréotype 
head-on, it does have an intense plot 
and some tear-jerker scenes. Abigail 
Breslin in one scene cries and pre- 
pares for her own death, that scene 
being legitimately heart-breaking and 
makes it easy to see why she would be 
considered one of the best child actors 
in Hollywood. 

As tough as Woody Harrelson’s 
character seems to be, a sudden reveal 
towards the end unveils his softer 
side. This is equally as convincing a 
performance as Breslin’s dramatic 
scene. “Zombieland” is not a slapstick 
or spoof comedy like the “Scary 
Movie” series. 

It was not intended to scare the 
audience out of their seat like the 
slasher movies of the 80s. 
“Zombieland” was a refreshing and 
intelligent debut film from a director 
that obviously has a bright future in 
Hollywood. 
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Break My Fall breaks through 


NECC students’ band 
may be the next 
big thing 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Staff Writer 


On Oct. 
10, Break 
MyFall 
erupted the 
crowd at 
Battle of the 
Bands at the 
Worcester 
Palladium 
playing an 
uncontami- 
nated second show of epic propor- 
tions. 

The stage personas of Break My 
Fall, Ken Fillebrown, the lead 
singer/bassist, and singer/guitarist 
Zac MiVicker, both attend NECC. In 
2007, Zac and Ken first met and 
instantly formed a bond. Zac and Ken 
immediately wanted to start a band 
together. 

About a year ago, their friends 
Mike ‘Bubba’ Ferrick, drummer, and 
rhythm guitarist Eric Walsh joined 
the duo. 

“Bubba can put a beat to any- 
thing and is probably the best damn 
musician we have,” Fillebrown said. 
“And Eric brings a lot to the table 
from song writing and his solos are 
incredible.” 


“We need Bubba and Eric. We 
couldn’t have the band otherwise,” 
MiVicker added, cracking open a 
Rockstar, the result of no rest. 

“Eric is a whole lot more struc- 
tured than I am, I mean he’s a far bet- 
ter [guitar] player than I am. I mean 
just because I can play faster doesn’t 
mean that I can play better. Just ask 
my guitar teacher.” 

Both MiVicker and Fillebrown 
agree that “Break My Fall” would 
crumble without Bubba and Eric. 
Each band member brings a certain 
element to the stage. 

Even though Bubba and Eric are 
sweating in the back, barely visible, 
they are being heard. The guitar riffs 
and the thrashing of the drums blends 
with the vocals for an insane eupho- 
ria. 

The foursome spends the majori- 
ty of their free time playing music 
and rarely argues, except when it 
comes to music. However disagree- 
ment works for Break My Fall, the 
conflict bringing out the passion that 
goes into their music. Between the six 
hour set rehearsals, school and work 
they barely have time to think, let 
alone the time to spend with their 
girlfriends, who get “thoroughly irri- 
tated” due to their lack of time man- 
agement. 

Break My Fall is starting to 
become more serious, working on 
demos, trying to get their names out 
onto the local scenes. 

“I’m a media whore. I’ve made 
every connection possible you can 
make with local club owners. So 
when we are ready to start gigging we 


have the power for us to do so,” 
Fillebrown said. 

“Yeah Ken likes to find out where 
were playing but I like to find out 
how were playing.” said MiVicker. 

Break My Fall is still in the early 
stages of construction, but they aren’t 
in it,for the typical fame or fortune. 
They are just four brothers that want 
to play and be together. 

“The band is an excellent way to 
get everything out. For the five to six 
hours we’re practicing, all the time on 
stage I feel pure joy, excitement. All 
of the bad stuff gets washed away,” 
Fillebrown remarked on why he is in 
Break My Fall. 

MiVicker said,“Personally I want 
to be one of those guys that writes a 
song and somebody listens it. And 
they’re like, “Wow, life isn’t that 
hard, you know? I can take it.” 
Basically I want to translate my expe- 
riences through music to help people 
with their own problems. The stuff 
we've been through and the stuff 
we’ve seen, is more than what many 
thirty year olds have gone through.” 

Fillebrown said, “We’re all so 
close. I mean I can’t think of anyone 
I’m closer to.” 

MiVicker smiled at Fillebrown 
and said, “Ken has only been in my 
life for so long but I’m going to be 
upset if he’s not in my life forever. 
The four of even if the band doesn’t 
make it we will be together. | mean 
we'll always be Zac, Ken, Eric and 
Bubba.” 

For more information, visit the 
band’s official website at www.break- 
myfallband.webs.com. 


Sex scandal on air 


By NICOLE SCOPA 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Over two weeks ago on Oct 1, 
David Letterman, talk show host of 
“The Late Night with David 
Letterman,” was supposed to deliv- 
er his customary top ten list, but the 
night didn’t go as planned. What he 
did talk about, however, was a pack- 
age that he received a few weeks 
earlier from some guy blackmailing 
him, saying that he knew of some 
“terrible things” that Letterman had 
done and is going to make it into a 
screenplay unless he forks over 
some money. The man was looking 
to extort Letterman to the tune of $2 
million. Later that day, he was 
arrested. 

He shared his story in a way that 
the audience felt was humorous 
since their only response was laugh- 
ter. I guess it’s hard for people to 
take a comedian serious during a 
serious time. 

What Letterman revealed to the 
audience and viewers at home was 
that the “terrible thing” he had done 
was that he had sex with women 
who work on the show with him 
Finally, no one was laughing. It 
wasn’t surprising, since it was a 
shocking announcement for some- 
one to broadcast to thw whole 
world. 

Letterman apologized the week 
following his announcement. He 
explained how he realized once he 
said what he said that reporters and 
everyone else would hound the staff 
to get information from them. He 
set the record straight saying how 
he is no longer having sex with 
those women. He apologized to his 
wife also, saying how she was very 


hurt by how he behaved. 

The question people are asking 
now is: will this change the way 
people look at him? Will his show 
get lower ratings? Honestly, I can’t 
see things changing just because of 
this. Yes, he had an affair with 
women he works on the show with, 
but is that really something new? 
It’s not. People like sex, and it 
doesn’t matter whether or not 
they’re married or in a relationship, 
they'll still have an affair. It isn’t 
something you go telling everyone, 
no, but at least he told us. So many 
people out in the world today have 
affairs left and right, and it’s all a 
secret. Letterman, at least, had the 
courtesy to confess. He did have to 
testify it to the judge, but he didn’t 
have to tell his whole audience risk- 
ing the way people look at him now. 
Hats off to him for that. 

Going back to the question, I 
think his fans will remain his fans; I 
can’t see anything bad happening 
with the show. He didn’t kill any- 
one, he’s not a criminal, it was just 
a mistake and people make mistakes 
all the time. Plus at the time he had 
the affairs, he wasn’t married yet. 
That’s the key fact. 

Letterman has plans to repair 
his marriage he has with Regina 
Lasko. After he said how hurt she 
was he continued to say, “When 
something happens like that, if you 
hurt a person and it’s your responsi- 
bility, you try to fix it. And at that 
point, there’s only two things that 
can happen: either you’re going to 
make some progress and get it 
fixed, or you're going to fall short 
and perhaps not get it fixed.” 

He finishes and said, “so let me 
tell you folks, I got my work cut out 


CBS courtesy photo | 
Who’s_ laughing now, 
Letterman? 
for me.” 


With that said, he is going to try 
his hardest to fix the marriage, and 
he plans on taking a break from the 
show to do so. 

I believe there’s nothing wrong 
in this situation. No, having sex 
outside of a relationship isn’t right 
whatsoever, but like I said before 
it’s common. It’s not like he was 
committing adultery; that’s worse. 
Also, how do we know the women 
didn’t come onto him? Incidents 
like this definitely require two will- 
ing participants. 

I’m sure a lot of people might 
question his morality or feel that 
he’s a bad person, but at least he 
‘fessed up to what he did. Other 
than that, the show-will live on, and 
again, hats off to Letterman for 
treating this maturely. 


The members of Break My Fall, from far left Eric 
Walsh, Zac MiVicker, Mike Ferrick and Ken Fillebrown. 


How I meta 
great show 


By STEPHEN WILLIAMS 
Correspondent 


Although “How I Met Your 
Mother” is only a half-hour comedy 
sitcom created by Carter Bays and 
Craig Thomas in 2005, it is one of 
the few delights that make televi- 
sion worth watching nowadays. 
Maybe that’s why it’s so popular: 
because it’s so good. 

This Emmy Award winning 
American sitcom stars notable 
actors such as Neil Patrick Harris 
(Doogie Harold & 
Kumar), Jason Segel (I Love You, 
Man) and Alyson Hannigan 
(American Pie movies) and is won- 
derfully done. Witty, laugh-out- 
loud funny and truly unique, this 
series makes rolling on the ground, 
clutching our sides into a sweet 
reality. 

The writing is cohesive and the 
episodes blend together smoothly, 
not just throughout one season but 
all five of them. Its unpredictability 
keeps the viewer engaged while 
also allowing for an accessible sto- 


Howser, 


ryline. There is no room for ran- 
dom, confusing, or useless episodes 
here; and the viewer can expect 
none. 

The year is 2030 and a father, 
narrated by Bob Saget, is telling his 
disinterested kids the lengthy story 
of how he met their mother. Told in 


flashback style, this series chroni- 
cles Ted’s (Josh Radnor) search for 
true love and the escapades he has 
along the way. Joining him is his 
ever faithfulgroup of friends: 
Marshall (Segel), Lily (Hannigan), 
Barney (Harris) and Robin (Cobie 
Smulders). Set in New York City, 
Ted blazes a trail of the single male 
looking for Miss Right. 

To be fair to those that may 
oppose my praise of “How I Met 
Your Mother”, there is a degree of 
crudeness. Robin will sleep with 
almost anything that walks upright 
and is male, while Barney tries any 
way imaginable to pick up women. 
And a large amount of the charac- 
ters’ time is spent in their favorite 
bar, MacLaren’s. 

Despite these short pitfalls, the 
cast of characters is funny and loy- 
able, though Harris and Segel shine 
most of all, and this light-hearted 
comedy has the ability to enchant 
and entertain even the most 
reserved persons. 

With four seasons out on DVD 
and the fifth still being aired, audi- 
ences are getting ever closer to the 
enticing mystery woman with 
whom Ted ends up. If you haven't 
yet seen “How I Met Your Mother,” 
now would be a great time to start. 
Like the previous four, season five 
is going to be “LEGEN... wait for 
it... DARY.” 
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Francisco Stork speaks at NECC — 


Author presents “Evil 
in Young Adult 
Literature ”’lecture to 
NECC students 


By PatTrRICcIA SMITH 
Features Editor 


Author Francisco Stork came to 
the NECC Lawrence Extension cam- 
pus on Oct. 15 and spoke to students 
about the treatment and presence of 
crime and evil in his own work along 
with young adult literature in general. 
Stork, an avid young adult writer and 
full time attorney for Mass Housing, 
believes that students might learn 
how to cope with their own personal 
problems by reading and possibly 
even writing young adult literature 
themselves. 

“Reading books opens up a win- 
dow of possibilities for another life,” 
said Stork. “In most books, evil 
becomes symbolized by many differ- 
ent things, and there becomes a battle 


’ between the person and the monster.” 


For example, in Cinderella, her 
stepsisters hurt both her body and 
spirit. And even though everyone 
might identify a little bit with 
Cinderella, they should also be able 
to identify with her stepsisters as 
well. According to Stork, “the step- 
sisters can also even be apart of our- 
selves. There’s always seemingly 
something that stops us from moving 
forward to our full potential in life.” 

In the recent growing and ever so 
popular Twilight series, the vampire 
is in desperate need to suck some- 
one’s blood. But there is almost a 
feeling of giving up in the process. 
Stork maintains that the suspense is 
what makes it out to be so interesting. 

But those stories can be some- 


what unbelievable in content. Stork’s 
work is a little bit different. “It deals 
with certain problems that tend to 
affect young people. In my novels, 
evil can be personified with real cir- 


‘ cumstances and real people,” Stork 


said. 
But in order to better be able to 
understand Stork, you must first be 


_able to understand his background 


first. 

Francisco Xavier Stork was born 
in Monterrey, Mexico. His mother 
was a single mother from a middle 
class family in Tampico. She actually 
had him out of wedlock, and was sent 
to Monterrey to live in a convent for 
him to be born. She was supposed to 
give him up for adoption, but his 
mother, Ruth, quickly changed her 
mind at the last minute. And after a 
while, her father finally accepted the 
fact that she had had a child out of 
wedlock and allowed her to come 
back home to live with him. Six years 
later, she married Charles Stork, who 
adopted Francisco and gave him his 
name. For his seventh birthday, 
Francisco received a portable type- 
writer after he announced that he 
wanted to become a writer. The fam- 
ily moved to El Paso, Texas when he 
was nine. When Francisco was 13, 
Charles Stork died in an automobile 
accident. Ruth decided to stay in the 
U.S. and obtain an apartment for her 
and young Francisco in the projects 
of El Paso. Stork quickly excelled in 
school and was given a scholarship at 
his local Jesuit High School, quickly 
riding to the top of his class. He was 
also granted a full scholarship to 
Spring Hill College in Mobile, Ala. 
where he studied Philosophy and 
English Literature. It was there he 
received an award for creative writ- 
ing. 
Stork attended Harvard 
University for graduate school on a 
Danforth Fellowship that was award- 


ed to 40 seniors out of 5,000 appli- 
cants. There, he studied Latin 
American Literature. However, he 
felt that a huge emphasis was being 
placed on obscure writing and 
research that was too irrelevant to be 
of any importance, so he left and 
went to Columbia Law School. He 
planned to live as a lawyer and still 
maintain his dream of writing fiction. 
Twenty years later, he finally pub- 
lished his first novel, and has since 
authored four more. 

From the very first moment I saw 
Stork in the parking lot, I knew that 
he was a nice guy. When he 
approached me inside because I had 
ended up showing up early, I knew 
that my assumptions about him were 
correct. It was almost refreshing to be 
able to talk with someone who was so 
accomplished, but wasn’t the least bit 
stuck up or full of himself about it at 
all. 

“In ‘The Way of the Jaguar,’ it 
took me about 8 years to get pub- 
lished. It’s about a Mekxican- 
American attorney whose life begins 
to fall apart in Boston. In order to fix 
it, he goes looking for his very first 
love in Texas to see where it all went 
wrong. He ends up in Death Row, 
and a warden tells him that he has to 
write for one hour everyday,” he said. 

He continues, “the journal begins 
to explain how he found himself in 
death row.” This story was published 
in 2000 and was later the recipient of 
the Chicano/Latino Literary Prize. 

Stork’s next novel, enttileed 
“Behind the Eyes,” is about a 16 year 
old Chicano named Hector who lives 
in the public housing projects in El 
Paso, Texas. He’s smart, but it can get 
you into trouble where he comes 
from. He finds himself becoming 
apart of a gang, and then later lands 
himself in a reform school in San 
Antonio. : 

“In order to grow, he has to 
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Award winning author Francisco Stork has come a 
long way from the El Paso, Texas projects to Harvard. 


become a part of a comraunity. The 
evil is what people have to fight to 
overcome, and in this case he has to 
overcome the need to feel special and 
better than everybody else in order to 
grow,” he stated. 

“Marcello in the Real World” 
involves what would happen to a sey- 
enteen-year old boy had he been 
sheltered from the real world due to a 
developmental disorder. 

“Tt’s about a boy named Marcello 
whose mother protected him all of 
his life. His father was tired of it so 
his dad, an attorney, brought him to 
work in the mail room,” Stork said. 
There Marcello learned about love, 
joy, evil, and suffering. 

When the speech was over and 
people began asking him questions 
on a more personal note, Stork was 
nothing less than kind about it. After 
attending law school, Stork found 


that he wasn’t quite fitting in with the 
crowd of peers at his law firm. In his 
40’s, he felt that he was having a cri- 
sis. “In the journals I wrote, I began 
inventing stories about another per- 
son. I thought, ‘what would happen if 
I write for one hour everyday?’” 

He went on, “After my first book, 
I won an award. After that, the rest of 
the books were easy to publish.” 

Stork thinks that the message that 
comes across is an important aspect 
in young adult books. ““We should all 
become aware of the beauty of the 
spirit, and protect it and maintain it 
against someone who wants to defeat 
it.” 

He added, “We need to protect 
ourselves from evil. The real mes- 
sage is that there is always hope. 
Someone should never give up or 
feel defeated.” 


Halloween stimulates economy 


Local haunted 
attractions scare up 
some business 


By JENNIFER JOAN FAY 
Correspondent 


Halloween has become a pro- 
gressive phenomenon over the years; 
costumes become more elaborate and 
the number of events, specialty stores 
and parks seem to be increasing as 
this holiday nears. Halloween, for- 
merly known as “All Hallow’s Eve” 
or “All Saint’s Day,” was originally 
both a pagan and Christian holiday as 
a dedication to spirits and has trans- 
formed into a multi-billion dollar 
industry, despite the poor economy. 
Halloween has become popular with 
people of various beliefs as shown by 
a dramatic increase in sales over the 
past several years. 

Last year the National Retail 
Federation expected an increase in 
sales with an estimated $5.77 billion 
compared to $4.96 billion spent in 
2006 which was an increase from the 
year 2005 with an estimated $3.29 
billion. 

“Though the economy is strug- 
gling, Halloween sales may be a 


bright spot for retailers this fall,” 


declared Tracy Mullin, NRF 


President and CEO, back in 2008. 
The economy still continues to strug- 
gle, yet it doesn't seem to stop anyone 
from wanting to make the best of 
their Halloween. 

Theme parks and haunted houses 
have spread like wild fire right here 
in New England. Local halloween 
attractions include Witches Woods 
located in Westford, ScreeemFest at 
Canobie Lake Park in Salem, N.H., 
and a haunted house located right 
around the comer from campus, the 
Castle of Fear at Winnekenni Castle 
in Haverhill. 

Nightmare New England and 
Spooky World team up at Mel’s 
Funway Park in Litchfield, N.H. for 
the very first time. Employees of 
Mel’s Funway Park agree that the 
Halloween theme park will continue 
its success in the future as interests 
have increased over the years. 

“Absolutely, we expect to contin- 
ue these events,” said Debbie, 
employee of Mel's Funway Park, 
when asked about the future outlook 
of these events. 

Halloween themed stores also 
seem to be up and coming as more 
are popping up all around. These 
stores are filled with a multitude of 
creative costumes as well as makeup 
effects, decorations, and other savvy 
equipment necessary to make your 
Halloween a fun night. Halloween 
Happenings and Spirit Halloween are 
two of the many great stores at which 
to get your costumes. There are at 


least three Halloween stores in 
Salem, N.H. alone and over six of 
these specialty stores within 20 miles 
of Boston. 

New England and Halloween 
embody a spiritual connection which 
correlates with the atmosphere. 
Salem, MA has been considered by 
some to be one of the Halloween cap- 
itals of the world. Considering this 
historic city’s past, there is no doubt 
it is a thrilling destination for many in 
the month of October as activities are 
far from scarce. Between the witch 
trials and the ghost stories, it’s certain 
this place will not disappoint, as peo- 
ple have come from all over the 
world to celebrate in this “witch city” 
for several years. People are known 
to do everything from dress up in 
intricate costumes to reserving hotel 
rooms over a year in advance. Salem 
Trolley is one particular company 
that hosts at least six different haunt- 
ed tours throughout Salem, Mass. 
These tours are very informative and 
allow you to learn the great history of 
both Halloween and Salem, Mass. 

“Yes, there's been a huge 
increase,” said Tammy at Salem 
Trolley after being asked about 
Halloween related events. She also 
added, “the original trolley is the 
Salem trolley and I recommend any- 
one coming into Salem to ride the red 
trolley.” : 

From local trick or treating and 
haunted houses to Salem, Spooky 
World, and The Castle of Fear, your 
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The Castle of Fear at Winnekenni Castle is great place 


to get your scare on. 


options are endless. These are all 
great ideas on how to make your 
Halloween a successful and safe 
journey. Any one of these places is 
sure to work up a good scare. There 


are multitudes of events for this holi- 
day that are both for children and 
adults alike. There will certainly not 
be a shortage of ideas on how to 
spend your Halloween this year. 
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Offseason changes needed 


Sox look to make 
improvements for 
2010 season 
’ By Matt McCarron 
Sports Editor 
With the 
Red Sox suf- 
fering an 
embarrassing 


three-game 
sweep at the 
hands of the 
Los Angeles 
Angels, the 
team needs to 
regroup wake start making plans for 
the 2010 season. The Sox have a 
number of issues to address if they 
want to stay competitive in the 
American League East. They have 
numerous contract issues to deal 
with including: free agents, players 
eligible for arbitration, player 
options, and club options. 

Red Sox general manager Theo 
Epstein said he will try to build a 
stronger team in the month of 
October. 


“There are a lot of different 
ways to get better,” Epstein said. 
“You probably start with your weak- 
nesses because there’s the greatest 
room for improvement there. And if 
you look back at this year’s club, we 
weren’t the defensive club that we 
wanted to be. So I think there's room 
for improvement with overall team 
defense and defensive efficiency. 
And then offense on the road, we 
didn’t really hit on the road at all 
this year. We'll take a look where 
we'll improve that a little bit, those 
are probably the two things that 
stick out to me.” 

The most pressing issue the Sox 
will have to face is in the offseason. 
Left fielder Jason Bay will become a 
free agent, leaving his future with 
the team up in question. Bay had a 
productive year with the team. He 
batted only .267 during the regular 
season, but led the team in home- 
runs, 36, and RBI's, 119, respective- 
ly. 

Throughout Red Sox Nation, the 
question of Bay resigning with the 
team or testing the waters of free 
agency has been the topic of discus- 
sion. Even at Northern Essex, stu- 
dents are debating what.the Sox 
should do. Student Joe Moritz 
voiced his opinion on who should 


Bruins expect 
deep playoff run 


Improved defense 
looks to carry team 
toward Stanley Cup 


By JIMMY PANGBURN 
Correspondent 


After trading superstar wing 
Phil Kessel to the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, Bruins owner Jeremy Jacobs 
took questions about the season and 
his team. 

“Tl look for a great season and 
would be disappointed with any- 
thing less,” he said. 

The Boston Bruins started the 
season by facing 2008 MVP Alex 
Ovechkin and the Washington 
Capitals. The Bruins looked like 
they were stuck in preseason mode 
losing 4-1. Then the Carolina 
Hurricanes came to town, the team 
that eliminated the Bruins last sea- 
son. The B’s looked just as strong 
as they did last season, scoring 
seven goals. Then things went 
downhill again. The Bruins were 
embarrassed by the Ducks, 6-1. 

Next were the New York 
Islanders. At the end of the second 
period the Bruins were down 3-0. 
The Bruins then started to get phys- 
ical and came all the way back, 
tying the score, eventually winning 
the game 4-3 in a shootout. With 
the win, they improved to 2-2. 

The Bruins will not be the 
Cinderella this year, in fact most 
hockey analysts are picking the 
Bruins to represent the east in the 
Stanley Cup. One thing is for sure: 
if they continue the roller coaster 
performances they definitely won't 
score 116 point like they did last 
year. Especially with the loss of 36 


goal scorer Phil Kessel. 

The Bruins should be a lock to 
win the Northeast Division. Their 
ranking and how far they advance 
will all depend on three major fac- 
tors. One, the play of captain Zdeno 
Chara; two, goalie Tim Thomas; 
and three, under the radar goal scor- 
ers like center David Krejci and 
wings Marco Sturm and Milan 
Lucic. 

The Bruins brass did look at the 
Carolina series from last year and 
saw that they needed more of a 
defensive presence, so they went 
out and got Derek Morris. He could 
be the biggest X factor in the 
Bruins’ cup hopes. Not only can 
Morris be physical, but he can also 
score a goal from time to time. 

Getting to the playoffs will be 
easy if the B’s can play up to their 
potential. The challenge will be in 
advancing through the playoffs. 

The Flyers are much improved, 
the Rangers and Devils play tough 
against the B’s. Plus the 
Washington Capitals are in the east, 
and the Bruins cannot seem to beat 
them. The upside is that the Caps 
are weak at goalie, though they are 
strong on offense. 

Don’t forget the defending 
Stanley Cup champion Pittsburgh 
Penguins. Though the Bruins have a 
strong team that should make the 
playoffs, the road to the cup will be 
a bumpy one, especially if they run 
into the Capitals or Penguins. With 
that said, if the defensive line of 
Chara and Morris play tough physi- 
cal defense, veterans like Mike 
Ryder, Mare Savard and Mark 
Recchi score to their ability, and 
Tim Thomas acts like the brick wall 
he was last year anything is possi- 
ble, even a Bruins Stanley Cup. 


stay and who should go. 

“T think they should sign back 
Jason Bay and possibly go after 
Matt Holliday. I also think they 
should get rid of Ortiz and Varitek,” 
Moritz said. 

Epstein also commented on the 
production of designated hitter 
David Ortiz, saying that if he wants 
to remain the DH he will have to be 
a “force” next season. The 2009 sea- 
son was a terrible one for Ortiz. 
During the first two months of the 
season, the slugger’s bat was 
nowhere to be seen. Then came the 
announcement that Ortiz had tested 
positive for performance enhancing 
drugs in 2003. Despite taking a huge 
hit to his reputation, Ortiz finished 
the year with a .238 batting average, 
28 homeruns, and 99 RBI's. 

Catcher Jason Varitek is in a 
similar situation. Varitek delivered 
another sub-par year. He batted just 
.209, hit 14 homeruns, and drove in 
51 runs. He has a $5 million club 
option, as well as a $3 million play- 
er option that is available if the club 
option is not exercised. With the 
acquisition of Victor Martinez, the 
days of Varitek being the starting 
catcher have passed. Martinez put 
up impressive numbers during his 
56 games with the team, batting 
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Manager Terry Francona takes the ball from closer 
Jonathan Papelbon during the 2009 ALDS. 


.336, with eight homeruns and 41 
RBI's. Martinez has a $7 million 
club option that should be picked up 
in a hurry. Catchers that can protect 
the plate and drive in runs are 
exceedingly rare in the majors. 
Despite all of the decisions fac- 
ing the Sox, Epstein continued to 
express faith in the players and the 


tea’'s chances to improve in 2010. 

“The foundation of the organiza- 
tion is still strong, we have a pretty 
good core of prime players, there are 
probably 10 guys in their mid-20s or 
tight around 30 who we can build 
around a ‘strong farm system, with 
tremendous payroll flexibility going 
forward,” Epstein said. 


Intramural & Recreation Schedule 


Oct.24 


Oct. 23 - Mat Ball 


- Flag Football 


Oct. 26 - DUI Simulator 9 a.m to 3 p.m. 
Oct. 28 - Halloween Party 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Oct. 30 - Wii Tournament 
Nov. 2 - Ping Pong Tournament 
Nov. 6 - 45’s Card Tournament 


A turning point in 
the season 


Pats set a total of 11 
records against the 
Tennessee. Titans 


By Matt McCArRRON 
Sports Editor 


This might have been the game 
for which the New England Patriots 
were desperately looking. Last 
week the team suffered a disap- 
pointing last-second loss to the 
Denver Broncos, and Head Coach 
Bill Belichick lost to his former 
offensive coordinator Josh 
McDaniels. 

In the loss against Denver, 
Brady was remarkably inconsistent 
in his passing, completing just 18 of 
33 attempts, with two touchdowns. 
However the stats don’t tell the 


‘whole story. Brady overthrew a 


wide-open Randy Moss, denying 
the Patriots of a sure seven points. 
Then on a critical third-and-3 in the 
fourth quarter Brady again failed to 
complete a pass to Wes Welker. 
After the game Brady said the team 
had to execute better. 

“Poor execution is what it 
comes down to. There were plays to 


be made all day and we didn’t make 
them. We just didn't execute well. 
We didn't make the throws that were 
there. We had the opportunity to 
win at the end and we squandered 
that away. You can't win if you 
don’t score any points in the second 
half and that's what it came down 
to. We have to find ways to make 
improvements,” Brady said. 

Before Sunday’s game against 
the winless Tennessee Titans Pats 
fans and analysis were looking for a 
big game out of quarterback Tom 
Brady. And that's just what he, and 
the rest of the Patriots’ offensive, 
delivered. 

With considerable snow falling 
at Gillette Stadium, the Patriots put 
on a second quarter spectacle. 
Brady completed a total of six 
touchdown passes, five in the sec- 
ond quarter alone, setting team and 
NFL records for most points in a 
quarter. At the end of the first half, 
the score was 45-0, setting even 
more records for most points in a 
half, most passing yards in a half, 
most passing touchdowns in a half, 
and largest halftime lead. With the 
win secured, Brady was replaced 
with Brian Hoyer, a free agent rook- 
ie from Michigan State. Even Hoyer 


Headed in the right 


Playoffs games to 
start at earlier times 
this year 


By DAN HOGAN 
Correspondent 


Major League Baseball is finally 
making progress towards improving 
the television schedule of postseason 
games. 

Over the last few years there have 
been constant complaints from play- 
ers and fans about the start time of the 
Championship Series games, as well 
as the World Series games. Last 
year’s World Series between the 
Philadelphia Phillies and Tampa Bay 
Rays received record low ratings, 
possibly relating to the late start time 
of the games. 

“At least they’re moving in the 
right direction,” said Milwaukee 
Brewers closer Trevor Hoffman. “I 
think the weird part is seeing young 
kids in the stands at one in the morn- 
ing watching ball games. Or if you're 
at home watching on television you 
kind of want to not lose that younger 
generation because they've got to go 
to bed." 

In 2008, World Series games 
ranged from start times of 8:29 p.m to 


8:35 p.m, and the game times ranged 
from 3 hours, 5 minutes, to 3 hours, 
41 minutes long. 

Game 3 of the series suffered a 
rain delay and didn’t end until 1:47 
a.m. 

In his playoff blog in 2007, 
Colorado Rockies first basemen Todd 
Helton blogged about the issue. “I 
think the first World Series I could 
remember was in 1981. I would come 
back from football practice and go to 
a friend’s house to watch it on his 
TV.” 

Helton went on to write, “of 
course the playoff games start pretty 
late and kids might not be able to stay 
up and watch them. As a player, you 
think back to when you were a kid 
and you think about the kids and 
hope they can enjoy the game the 
way you did.” 

The Rockies played the Red Sox 
in the World Series in 2007, so many 
of us remember the late nights. 

Major League Baseball and Fox 
have been working to make changes 
to the playoff schedule in an effort to 
improve ratings this year. 

“Over the last few years, games 
have been ending a bit later than we'd 
like,” Fox Sports president Ed Goren 
said in a statement. "This new sched- 
ule, made possible through the coop- 
eration of our stations, affiliates and 
Major League Baseball, should help 


had success against the abysmal 
Titans’ defense. Hoyer went 9 for 
11, 52 yards, and scored on a 1-yard 
run. When the game was over and 
the snow continued to fall, the final 
score was 59-0. Brady went 29-34, 
with 380 yards and six touchdowns. 
The Patriots had set a total of 11 
records (nine team, two NFL) in one 
60-minute game. 

After the game Brady acknowl- 
edged the significance of the win 
and the improvements he and his 
teammates had made. 

“T think it was good for all of us, 
I really do. It was a great week of 
practice for us. I think every week 
we're learning something more 
about ourselves and what we need 
to do. There's no doubt a game like 
this can really give you a lot of con- 
fidence and we're a confident - 
we’ve always been a confident 
team,” he said. 

The Patriots will travel to 
Wembley Stadium in London, 
England this week to play the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers. The 
Patriots are part of this year’s NFL 
International Series of regular-sea- 
son games. 


direction 


fans of all ages see weeknight games 
from start to finish.” 

Baseball commissioner Bud 
Selig has been wanting the game 
times to be pushed up for a while, 
“Our goal is to schedule games to 
allow the largest number of people to 
watch, and this change puts our 
games in the window we believe will 
work the best for our fans,” Selig said 
in an interview. “I expect that fans of 
all ages will respond favorably to this 
adjustment.” 

The 2009 World Series will have 
the earliest start time since 2003, 
when the Yankees played the Marlins 
in game six of the World Series. The 
game started at 7:57 p.m. 

“If this permits more kids of the 
younger part of our nation to be able 
to see this, I think it's a good thing,” 
Rays manager Joe Maddon said. “It’s 
a positive step.” 

“Tt’ll help in the Midwest and the 
West, for sure,” Cardinals manager 
Tony La Russa said. “What do those 
40 minutes get you? Maybe an 
inning. Who knéws?” 

This year’s American League 
Championship ‘series and World 
Series will have a first pitch time of 
7:57 p.m. However, game seven will 
air at 8:20 p.m. The National League 
Championship Series has an 8:07 p.m 
start time, with the exception of game 
two which airs at 4:07 p.m. 


We want to hear from you. 
Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 
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Weekly Sports Trivia 
QUESTIONS: 


1. What was Red Sox 
closer Jonathan 
Papelbon’s ERA in the 
2009 ALDS? 


2. Who will the Celtics 
face in this year’s 
home 
opener? 


3. How many games 
are in the Major 
League Baseball 
regular season? 


4. Who did the Red 
Sox defeat in the first 


game ever at Fenway 
Park? 


5. What is the largest 
attendance ever at 
Fenway Park? 
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. Swiss missed: a tragic tale 


ow 


Vending machines 
fail to deliver on 
flavor, happiness 


By BABAK ALIAN 
Correspondent 


The Saturday morning student is 
a different breed altogether: a student 
that juggles the work week and/or 
family with gusto and then enters the 
academic arena for the marathon 
class. The John Henry of students if 
you will, dutifully chipping away for 
the prize at the end of the NECC tun- 
nel in hopes of simple knowledge, a 
certificate or the much coveted 
degree. These students are the week- 
end warriors and whatever their rea- 
sons for coming here are we can all 
agree they’re a unique bunch, to say 
the least. But, for one of our fellow 
schoolmates, a recent Saturday repre- 
sented a victimization of the most 
unfathomable kind. 

A cold October rain greets stu- 
dents making their way into C- 
Building and B-Building alike. The 
unusual chill in and out of the build- 
ing unofficially signals the seasonal 
change that will occur, eventually 
turning our pastoral setting here on 
the Haverhill campus into a cornu- 
copia of fall delight. In the class- 
rooms, however, students anxiously 
await the five-to-ten minute break 
that accompanies these multi-hour 
classes offering a necessary reprieve 
from the monotonous lecture or from 
the harsh seating that taxes too much 


from the coccyxes of so many 
endearing students. 

Having succumbed to my less 
than fruitless writing campaign in the 
computer lab, I too, now, am in need 
of a break and require the assistance 
of a dear trusted friend - a cup of cof- 
fee. 

As I assertively make my way 
down the stairs with caffeinated con- 
viction it dawns on me how conven- 
ient it is to have such an array of 
vending machines for just this very 
moment. You see, the proverbial 
break is so much more than a brief 
stroll to stretch one’s legs, in some 
cases, as in this one, it becomes an 
encouraging hug of sorts on a cold 
rainy day. 

B-Building cafeteria (a.k.a. vend- 
ing alley) is the quintessential 
Colossus of indulgences offering a 
multitude of disappointing fare at an 
unreasonable cost to our arteries and 
wallets. Not withstanding, the sole 
aim here is to partake in a caffeine 
fix. The display on the coffee 
machine depicts a number of robust 
frothy mugs filled with delectable 
coffee delights, each one represent- 
ing some flavorful temptation beg- 


ging me to come hither. Soon there- » 


after the coins clang into the machine 
and the invitation to indulge becomes 
almost insatiable. Instantly a paper 
cup drops from vending heaven and 
immediately begins to fill with my 
choice - a latte. Somehow, perhaps to 
my selection chagrin the coffee is 
black and will, unfortunately, have to 
suffice as my need for caffeine now 
is far too great. 

I lift the cup to satisfy my craving 


and the first sip reveals a mixture of 
unmentionable and vomit inducing 
tastes. You see this coffee or what has 
been sold as coffee is bad, real bad 
and there is nothing that can be done. 
I look around the empty cafeteria for 
some form of human connection to 
communicate the gross malaise 
inflicted on me, but sadly there is no 
one here. To make matters worse the 
B-Building cafeteria has the callous 
style and décor of Guantanamo Bay 
prison or an East Berlin eatery during 
the Cold War. 

Nothing but assertively dumping 
this elixir crappay into the trash will 
bring justice for what was done 
today. As I march bewildered toward 
the trashcan a piece of paper with a 
filled cup beside it sits with notable 
distinction begging to be read. 

“This chocolate is not even worth 
a penny. I got it on 10-3-09 at 9:30 
a.m. It’s water with just a little food 
coloring,” the note read. 

What’s this? As the paper comes 
closer to my eyes a more focused 
read through and yet another reveals 
a counterpart equally scomed by the 
vending devil himself, but this victim 
has a voice quite unlike me and myr- 
iad other victims. This individual 
wrote it down for all to see. 

I had, of course, been filled with 
a visceral contempt for what I drank; 
the repeated disappointment associat- 
ed with these temperamental 
machines and for my fellow school- 
mates who have so often fell victim 
to the bag of chips, which didn’t fall, 
or the beverage that did not drop; the 
stuck candy and the disappointed 
eyes staring aimlessly at the dangling 


Babak Alian photo 


In a Lutheran act a brave soul stated his greivances 
and posted it for all to see in the B bidg. cafeteria. 


treat; or worse yet, the student that 
has a mini-psychotic episode and 
rams the machine repeatedly in hopes 
of releasing what they paid for whilst 
saying, “That’s all the money I had 
and I haven’t eaten today.” 

We've all seen these scenarios in 
our travels to and by the vending 
machines, but who amongst you 
would actually write it down? 
Certainly, I never thought of it and 
consequently I was resigned to leave 
with my head down, defeated once 
again, by these insidious machines. 
However, this schoolmate of ours did 
not. In a moment of defeat you stood 
steadfast and strong, a beacon of 


American strength you are. You took 
initiative and spoke out against the 
machines and the man behind them. 

So my dear friend, whom ever 
you are, your thirst for the sultry 
cocoa concoction of the gods went 
unmet that Saturday morning, but 
your words certainly did not. I feel 
for you, hell, your fellow school- 
mates feel for you and we want you 
to know that you deserve the drink 
that you paid for. Moreover, we all 
deserve what we pay for and perhaps 
your bold statement will encourage a 
look into the vending matter that 
plagues us all at NECC. 


ARIES (March 21- 
April 20) Love relation- 
ships may this week expe- 
rience a brief but intense 
phase of family negotiation or 
revised home planning. Romantic 
partners and long-term friends 
require concrete promises and 
increased security. Respond quickly 
to sudden outbursts or fast social 
questions. Obvious decisions are 
needed. After Thursday some Aries 
natives will encounter a series of 
minor workplace disputes. 
Disagreements will escalate: if possi- 
ble, remain quietly detached. 


1 


Aries 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) New debt and 
unexpected financial com- 
plications may this week 
be unavoidable. Many Taureans will 
now find it necessary to evaluate or 
change daily spending habits. Money 
strain will be short- lived, so not to 
worry. Do, however, make special 
arrangements for long-term contracts 
and predictable payments. Later this 
week a trusted friend may request a 
rare favor. Romantic introductions, 
private information or revised social 
plans may be on the agenda. Stay 


focused. 
iT June 21) Minor family 
disputes are easily settled 
Gemini this week. Over the next 
five days loved ones may 
express regrets concerning their 
recent behaviors or home expecta- 
tions. Offer a new perspective. At 
present, friends and relatives are 
open to positive suggestions and cre- 
ative solutions. Plan shared events 


Taurus 


GEMINI (May 21- 


and new routines, if possible. 
Thursday through Saturday accents 
vivid dreams, powerful insights and 
fast intuitions. Career advancement 
may be a key theme. Remain deter- 
mined. 


Se 


Cancer 


CANCER (June 22- 
July 22) Business 
alliances and workplace 
promises are temporarily unreliable. 
Before Thursday expect co-workers 
to present unrealistic deadlines or 
vague commitments. Rely on inde- 
pendent judgments. This is not the 
right time to defer to the attitudes or 
values of the group. Tuesday through 
Saturday friends and relatives may 
be’ restless. Family events, travel or 
outdoor activities will offer distrac- 
tion. Late this weekend rest and 
replenish energy. Physical vitality 


may be low. 
J2 


Leo 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) Work assignments will 
this week require added 
concentration and emotional resolve. 
Team leaders are now motivated to 
increase productivity or review con- 
troversial policies. In the coming 
weeks new business partnerships will 
work to your advantage: expect sud- 
den promotions and rare corporate 
permissions. After Wednesday 
romantic and social invitations may 
arrive from unlikely sources. Stay 
balanced. Reluctant friends or shy 
lovers will offer bold comments. 


IY 


Virgo 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) Family finances 
now demand consistent 
attention. Younger rela- 
tives may this week feel unusually 


pressured by reoccurring debt or 
unpaid bills. Be supportive but 
encourage a quick response. In the 
coming weeks outstanding business 
or money obligations will need to be 
promptly and permanently settled. 
Ask for detailed records. Later this 
week some Virgos will begin a new 
friendship or love affair. Remain 
alert. Passionate encounters will soon 
lead to reliable promises. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 

———« 23) Friends or relatives 
Libre i) this week react 
strongly to social proposals or chang- 
ing home routines. Emotional expec- 
tations in close relationships are now 
high: expect loved ones to openly 
contemplate unresolved romantic 
conflicts or press for added family 
support. Stay balanced. Your intu- 
ition and guidance are needed. 
Wednesday through Saturday high- 
lights new business negotiations, rare 
messages from key officials and fast 


financial gains. Pace yourself: all is 
well. 

Scorpia three days new romantic 

overtures will captivate 


attention. For many Scorpios a recent 
phase of slow progress in key rela- 
tionships now fades. Watch for loved 
ones and potential friends to soon 
demand added time, loyalty and 
emotional understanding. Clearly 
define all long- term expectations 
and family goals: firm boundaries 
will prove helpful. After Thursday a 
recent business dispute will be quick- 
ly resolved. Let the past fade: co- 
workers will follow your lead. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) Over the next 


SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
Sagittarius Workplace flirtations are 
engaging and unpredictable this 
week. Social confidence will steadily 
increase in the coming weeks. Make 
sure potential friends and lovers 
understand your ongoing needs. 
After Wednesday new invitations 
may create temporary workplace or 
social tensions. Ask for extra time: 
friends and colleagues now need to 
examine their own past behaviors. 
Before next week family pressure 
may also rise. Dedicate extra time to 
isolated or withdrawn relatives. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 


oO 22-Jan. 20) Before mid- 


‘ week a close friend or 
family member may 
require delicate advice. Disrupted 
friendships, broken romantic promis- 
es or recently disputed social ethics 
may be a strong concern. Offer your 
own past experience as guidance. 
Loved ones now need to feel under- 
stood and emotionally included. 
Wednesday through Saturday - take 
time to explore recent business pro- 
posals or unusual group invitations. 
Promotions and fast job offers are 
likely: don’t hesitate. 


VN AQUARIUS (Jan. 

VN 21-Feb. 19) Sensuality 
Aquarius and romantic promises 
are a powerful distraction this week. 
Previously stalled relationships will 
now move rapidly forward. Watch 
for lovers or long-term friends to 
rekindled lost feelings of attraction 
or ask for increased family involve- 
ment. A new era of emotional accept- 


ance is now due. Stay alert. After 
Thursday some Aquarians will 
encounter fast workplace changes, 
new financial proposals and shared 
team assignments. Remain cautious: 
tensions may be high. 


Ht 


Pisces 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Home commit- 
ments now intensify. Over 
the next few days expect loved ones 
to propose unusual changes to living 
arrangements, group planning or 
daily social habits. Follow your 
instincts and opt for reliable patterns. 
At present friends or lovers may feel 
a powerful need to expand emotional 
bonds. Thursday through Saturday a 
trusted friend or colleague may 
return to a past relationship or revisit 
old family decisions. Encourage new 
confidence: nostalgic sentiments will 
be short-lived. 


If your birthday is this week: 
business proposals, although briefly 
delayed, will provide complex 
opportunities in the coming months. 
After October watch for work part- 
ners to offer unique avenues to group 
funding. Team projects, governmen- 
tal agencies and corporate invest- 
ment are highly favored over the next 
five months. Respond positively to 
all job changes or potential sources 
of income. Early March will also 
usher in almost nine weeks of chang- 
ing physical energy and renewed 
health. Areas strongly affected are 
lower intestines, skin disorders or ail~- 
ments of the nervous system. New 
social interest and rekindled passions 
will soon be a continuing theme: 
make sure others understand your 
need for new activities. 
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ACROSS 
1 “How __ Your Mother” 
5 Actor Gregory 
9 Dobbs of CNN 
12 Actor Wyle 
13 Woody Guthrie's son 
14 Sends a quick note, for short 
15 Téa’s role on “The Naked Truth” 
16 “The Parent __”; Lindsay 
Lohan/Dennis Quaid movie 
17 __ West 
18 “Ghost __” 
21 Take a wait-__ attitude; hold off 
24 Music style from Jamaica 
25 Bruce or Brandon 
26 Malik McGrath and Chuny 
Marquez: abbr. 
28 “Father Knows __” 
32 Role on “Law & Order: SVU" 
36 Dressed 
37 __TV; new name for Court TV 
38 __ G. Carroll 
39 “Grand __ Opry” 
42 Moving __; advancing 
44 Series for America Ferrera 
47 “__ Tree Hill” 


Solution to Last Week's Puzzle 


BOM OH 
One fn 


THE TV CROSSWORD 


by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


(c) 2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. 
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49 “Two __ Half Men” 

53 Fish’s propeller 

54 French artist and designer 
55 British conservative 

56 Dined 

57 “__ Trek: Voyager” 

58 “E!___ Hollywood Story” 


DOWN 
Hotel 
Cow’s comment 
“Sweet Nothing in My __” 
Defrosts 
Oscar-winning “The English __ 
Miscalculates 
Applauds 
Russian coin 
9 Citrus fruit 
10 Actor Epps 
11 Take advantage of 
19 “Last Action __”; movie for 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
20 Lead role on “JAG” 
21 __ Guinness 
22 Actress Carter 
23 Oscar __ Hoya 
27 Concorde, for short 
29 Fitzgerald of jazz 
30 Prophet 
31 Trampled 
33 “American __ 
34 Horse trained for harness racing 
35 Bee, to Sheriff Andy Taylor 
40 Stringed instruments of old 
41 Movie critic Roger 
43\*__ Earp” 
44 College credit 
45 Kelly or Barry 
46 “Como __ Ud.?”; “How are you?” 
47 “$1,000,000 Chance __ Lifetime” 
50 And not 
51 Actress Joanne 
52 Certain vote 
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‘Tartuffe’ to premiere 


Play tells ultimate tale 
of faith gone wrong 


By BABAK ALIAN 
Correspondent 


The NECC community is invited 
join the Top.Notch Players in what's 
sure to be a fabulous rendition of 
Moliere's most notable comedic play 
that may offer some interesting 
aspects to 21st century life. 

“Tartuffe is a 17th century play, 
whose subject matter easily relates to 
modern times,” said Professor Jim 
Murphy, director of Tartuffe. “You 
can draw parallels to Bernie Madoff 
or even the corporate bailout-these 
acts all somehow speak to the greed 
of man.” 

In the play, the main character 
Orgon, foolishly blind to what 
Tartuffe has in plan, invites the pious 
hypocrite into his home to indulge in 
his hospitality. But Tartuffe has plans 
of his own, which involve extracting 
Orgon's money, power, and perhaps 
his wife and daughter too. 

The family, however, can see past 
the criminal intent of Tartuffe and 
they collectively try to convince the 
blinded Orgon the same and what 
ensues is comic genius. 


Plan to continue 
your education? 


You owe it to yourself to 
consider Rivier College. 


Undergraduate day and evening programs, small classes, great facilities and a 
convenient location—Rivier has everything you need to reach your personal 


Murphy is using Richard Wilbur's 
translation of Tartuffe. 

“Wilbur is a former poet laureate 
of the U.S. and is, perhaps, the most 
respected translator of Moliere's 
work,” Murphy said. 

Jean-Baptist Poquelin, better 
know as Moliere, was a prolific 
French playwright and actor who 
used the stage with cunning precision 
to rail against Parisian society. 
Moliere lived and produced his mas- 
terpieces during the reign of King 
Louis XIV, who oversaw 
the,arguably, the greatest period of 
growth and development in French 
history. However, many in France 
were immune to this profound suc- 
cess or endured a life-style complete- 
ly converse to that of the ambitious 
bourgeoisie. 

Of course, Moliere, through the 
lens of dramatization and comedy 
was able to extract the hypocrisy and 
pageantry associated with this age. In 
essence, Moliere became the mirror 
of Parisian society that reflected a 
different view entirely, causing some 
in society to delve deeper into social 
and political issues of the day. 
Tartuffe is not damning of religion, 
but an indictment on society itself, 
that at times, follows authority and 
fundamentalism with reckless aban- 
don. 


According to Murphy, it's diffi- 
cult to comprehend how significant 
Moliere's works are in French litera- 
ture and theatre alike. The only paral- 
lel we can draw to appreciate these 
works is that of Shakespeare and his 
significance to English literature and 
theatre. 

The showing of Tartuffe also 
marks the first performance to be 
held in the former Top Notch Theatre; 
the theatre remodeled and 
renamed The Chet Hawrylciw 
Theatre in honor of the late Dean of 
Humanities Chester Hawrylciw, an 
avid supporter of the arts in addition 
to being a revered member of the 
NECC community. 

Tartuffe will premier Friday, Nov. 
6 with subsequent shows on the 7, 12, 
13 and 14. Shows start at 7:30PM 
and ticket prices are $8 for students 
and $10 for non-students. 

The student ensemble includes: 
Akram Al-Ziab (Loyal), Tracy 
DiJulia (Madam Pernelle), Josh 
Everett (Cleante),Orlik Guzma 
(Elmire),Brooke LaVoie(Dorine), 
Ryan Jennings (Damis), Michael 
Johnson (Orgon), Sarah McCarthy 
(Mariane), John Moriarty(Valere), 
Richard Mullen (officer), and Danny 
Potter(Tartuffe). 


was 


Brooke Lavoie as Dorine watches Orlik Guzman as 
Elmire as she talks with Dan Potter, who portrays Tartuffe. 


Ready to continue full time? 
» Check out our day programs. 


Choose from more than 30 undergraduate majors. You'll 
get hands-on experience and become part of a-close-knit 
campus community. 


Need to work? 

» Consider our evening programs. 

Take advantage of flexible programs in business, 
computer science, communications, education, nursing 


and psychology. Hybrid, online, evening and weekend 
classes fit your busy schedule. 


and professional goals. Transfer scholarships available for day students. 


Rivier 


420 South Main Street ¢ Nashua, NH 03060 


A Catholic, co-educational college located in Nashua, 


Register for a fall open house: 


>» November 14. » December 12 


NH, Rivier is one of the most affordable private 
colleges in the region. Call 1-800-447-4843 or visit 
www.rivieredu to learn more. 


www.rivier.edu 


(10 a.m. to 2 p.m.) 


Call 1-800-447-4843 to reserve your space. 


